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6.0 Introduction | AT e |
: nfec ; epid
Sexually transmitted infections and Hl pidemic rem,,

deadly cyclones that continue to uproot lives in SUb-Saha,':
-~ VYoung people are
:ciyaﬁlx\?ufr;}ci&tiopns across the world among adults Were
estimated to be among YOung pgople (Moore, u al 2007). In
Nigeria, although HIV/AIDS 1S sprea-timg In Lhe. €ntire
sopulation, the youths are more mfccte(?.‘l“o'r‘ mst‘mc;:, in 2005
sero-prevalence rate among young peopic 45 e OU"P ~0~2-4 Was
4.7 percent and 4.9 percent among d£c group ~q5'~9 while
national rate was 4.4 percent (Federal Mimstry of Health, 2006),
The literature is replete with evidence that nsky reproductiye
health behaviour predominant among » CULE people accounts fo,
their vulnerability to HIV and STls (Guiella and Madise, 2007
Nwokocha, 2007; Wusu and Isiugo-Abanihe, 2007). In the
context of this study, reproductive health 15 conceived as the
situation where young people are frec to manage and enjoy
sustainable sexual life devoid of diseases as well as physica]
social. and economic pains. Sexual intercourse has beep
identified as the prime mode of transmission of HIV (Dyson,
1990). Transactional sex is a risky reproductive health behaviour
that escalates the rate of exposure of young people to these
devastating infections. Since protection is not likely used in
such scxual relationships. For instance, Moore, et al (2007
45) “observe that exchanges may pressure young people

the worst hit. In 2006, 40 Perceny o

g"\"\g‘ t
S ETIVE HALTH ISSUES

"

~ners and Int0 having sex witheyy, condom upe with risky

persor .
suractive 10 their prey. More importan)

people do not hf"c What the nisky partners can offer them and so
they submit to risky, unsafe S€x since they cannot influence their
partners to use a condom. Bianchi, et a} (2006) argue that when
highly placed fellows offer gifts of money, material or grade to

ers who are not of their status, it is difficult for such partners
10 have any form of |C‘."C‘!”dg¢ over relationships. In this case,
young people are not likely to enforce the use of condom in

transactional §cxual relationship with partners who offer various
kinds of gifts in exchange for sex.

y 15 the fact that young

Luke and Kurz (2002) argue that transactional sexual
relationship 1s likely to undermine the use of condom to ensure
protection against infections. Luke (2003) in a review of
quantitative and qualitative studies on transactional sex submits
that sexual relationships that involve economic transactions is
associated with unsafe sex and increased risk of HIV infection. In
their study, Madise, etal(2007: 83) report that “poor females
are vulnerable to infections because of earlier sexual debut
and non-use of condoms”. However, Moore, et al (2007) did
not find any association between condom use and engaging
in sex for money or matenal'grade gifts. The forgoing
suggests that the relationship between transactional sex and
protection is mixed. Hence further studies are needed to

131
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o of association
. oper undcrstandmg of .thc‘. : between
grasp Pt umcmbilitytomfcumns.

transactional seX and v

(2006) argue that sex for gifts is a way

: ‘atkins vy : "
Swindler and Watk ainties and Inequalitjeg

ife 1 oties ore uncert
fe in societies where " e
llf:xt'vasivc This observation Suggests thzcxlt ;I\‘ransalu)uonal SeX 15
:))redominant in poor regions of the world. A number of gy, dice

lend credence to the observation that sex ?r mondey OF Matery
gifts is highly prevalent in sub-Saharan Aoolgé{':/n parts 01‘: Asia
(Abraham and Kumar, 1999; Luke, etal 2 4 Wiy and Isiyg,,
Abanihe, 2007; Moore, €t al 2007, N“-'pkoa.lla, ?.007; NZOk\Ve,
2008). In a study in four African countrics, Madise, et a] (2007)
argue that wealthiest girls had later sgxual debut compared wig,
their poorer colleagues in three countrics. RWCI'] g¢ (2003) reports
that young people whose fathers were econom:cally poor or whq
were living with parents who did not hz}ve sufﬁmcnt' means tg
meet their needs were likely to engage in poverty driven risky
sexual health behaviour. Similarly, Karim et al (2003) reviewing
previous studies on this subject in sub-Saharan Africa argue that

the ability of men to present financial and matex.ial gifts to female
partners is an inducement in sexual relationships. These reports
imply that poverty is a crucial determmant of transactional or

risky sexual behaviour.

In view of the devastating effects of transactional sex it is a
worthy research goal to examine its prevalence and dimensions
among a highly vulnerable population. This is the motivating
factor behind this research. Most of the studies reviewed above
were carried out among either in-school adolescents or those out
of school. Little is known about transactional sex among
undergraduates in the tertiary institutions. The present study
seeks to explore the dimensions of transactional sex among

" | REPRODUCTIVE HALTI ISSULS

Lagos State Umiversity (LASy) undergraduates and the
L cipfocal effect on cha.ngc in the use of space in the
ncighbourhood.. Three mam rescarch questions are addressed;
How prevalent 1s transactapnal sexual behavioyr among LASU
undcrgraduates'? What IS the Strategy for initiation to
Uansactiopal sex m the population? And how does the
reproductive health behaviour of LASU undergraduates
influence the emergence of hotels/brothels and conversion of
some of them to host.cls in the neighbourhood? In the following
sections these questions are examined. The Herbert G. Mead
interactionism theory is reviewed as the explanatory framework
for the study, the sources of data and methods are explained, data
are analysed and discussed and the major conclusions drawn are

highlighted.

6.1 Herbert G. Mead Interactionism and Undergraduate
Reproductive Behaviour

Perhaps the most imaginable way to begin is the description of

human nature given by William James quoted in Martindale

(1960: 340), one of the major personalities that exerted great

intellectual influence on Mead. He describes the human nature as

plastic. His concept of plasticity about the human nature

connotes:

The possession of a structure weak enough to yield to an
influence, but strong enough not to yield to all at once. Each
relatively stable phase of equilibrium in such a structure is
marked by what we may call a new set of habits.

James' statement is an epitome of the process of the gradual

formation and transformation of human behaviour in a social
context. In Mead's conceptualization, the self image of people is

133
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 there 18 likely a high prevalence

. . a 1O8 ] Of »:
Popu?:cot?\":\lreilrt;lbgchaviour among undergraduates, fnsky IMAGE LASU NEIGBOURHQOD
repro |

5 ds
pata and Metho o
6.2 ﬁgg:cleogiﬂ on is Lagos State UmverSIty (.LASU). Lag
;1‘:1: esint(; oxistence in 1983 Until this year (precisely 200 /2002

. ersity operated a comp]
ademic session) the university 1piete]
gcademiC S€ ) Swdents find accommodatlon lg (:3.
¢

m. .
campus SYSHIL. | niversity. The location of the ingtjp,

~eighbourhood of the unt . 4
5 : mmunities (as Oq
connects three main traditional co (as at then), Name

Ojo, Iba and Okokomaiko (the neighbourhood of the Up; ly

’ . . vemi
is represented in the kite in Figure 1). These are the ty
communities COnBS Majp

tituting the present Ojo Local Govemmem
Area (LGA). The LGA was largely rural with 'one of the Worst
<tum in the state (Odumosu, 1999: 159). The Aworis are the
original settlers, who were farmers and ﬁ;hennen. Howey
these communitics NOW PQSSESS a good mix of almost aJ the

ethnic groups and the population can no longer be describeq g
purely agrarian. In other words, the communities have growy
over the years in population and infrastructures such that they caq
best be described today as growing sub-urban areas of the state.
The role of the University in the urbanization process unfolding
in this area cannot be over-emphasized. Although, there are other
organizations capable of facilitating this process, the
transformation and growth began to be noticeable in the early
1990s when the University entered its consolidation phase.

FIGURE 1: LAGOS STATE UNIVERSITY NEIGHBOURHOQD _f‘
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N ses of male and
. comprises © fem
The study POP Ulau{‘j’ﬁiversit}’- This category of people isbit

> tCS Oft'be 2 1 ; .
undergraduates © o adults i tHEID DWCANES, Genery)
described 5 YO authorities every Where give g p ¥
conventional Univers pulation. As adults, they are giyep o

freedom to the student po This liberty creates an atmospherg

: mak ir choices. :
right to make thel e exists. Most of the vz
where one could say @ sub-cultur Ues g,

195 demonstrate high level of se
ectern origin and they S Xug]
gir;?:sfxness%?hich some observers are describing as “ampyg

prostitution (Nzokwe, 2008).

d three methods of data collection: cengy, of
s in the neighbourhood, non-participgp,
_structured interviews. First, the Censyg
elicited information on the established l?otcl§ and brothels ip
neighbourhood before and after the university was cstablisheq
Hereafter, hotel and brothel will be used inter changcably becayge
the hotels play a dual role, which 1s as hospxtah'ty outfit ang
performing the functions of a prothcl. The aim here s 1o carry oyt
empirical assessment of the impact of the reproductive healgy
behaviour of the undergraduates in the ncighbourhood. A brief
questionnaire consisting of (')pcr'l-cr'ldcd questions  wag
administered to the officials of the institutions to gencrate data op
data and purpose of establishment, patronage and history of
conversion. Second, a four day non-participant obscrvation was
carried out in three (but two are still existing, one has just been re-
converted in 2008) hotels or brothels converted to female hostels,
The main ohjective of the observation 18 to carry out an on-the-
spot asseasment of whether the hostels are hostels indeed or they
are brothels branded as female hostels.

This study employe
hotels and brothel |
observation and sem!

The third category of data was gathered throu gh the conduct of 30
semi-structured and in-depth interviews mainly among fourth

REPRODUCTIVE HALTH ISSUES

—

ear full;time undergraduates of the University to explore

transactional reproductive behaviour prevailing on the Ojo
Campus. D.etalls.of the distribution of the interview and basic
demogx:aphlc.aMbUteS,of the participants are contained in Table
], The 1terviEwees were recruited with the assistance of three
field assistants utilized in the study. We stressed that what was
jmportant was not whether they engaged in transactional sex but
rather for them to express what was going on among their
colleagues. 'I"hl§ 1s to minimise instances of refusals. When we
met a potential interviewee we endeavoured to brief the person
on the objectives of the study before the interview was
conducted. Questions were asked on the opinions of interviewees
on the Rrevalcnce of various forms of sexual relationships and
pre-marital heterosexual activities, transactional sex; the gender
dimensions of reproductive health behaviour and factors
influencing involvement in risky reproductive health behaviour.
Notes were taken during the interviews,

Table 6.1
Distribution of the participants of the
semi-structured interviews

structured interviews were sorted and main themes were drawn
out. Data were quantified by examining the frequencies of the

| 39

o P ) | PO - —

SIN | Faculties T.\’umbcr ufrAvenge Number  of | Average
heres s _jmales  lage  |Females  age
I | Ans T 72 128 =1 3~ |
2 | Education } 2 23 3 { 21
3 | Law ‘ 2 20.5 3 119.5
4 | Management 2 22 3 120
S | Sciences 2 21 3 i20
6 | Social Sciences 2 21 3 | 205

| Total I N S (T | T S
Data analysis was handled manually. Notes from the semi-



RECIPROVALIMEAL.
oxt section 18 based op "
. 4 rooutcome  of

od from the INLCIVICWS .md' mf lf\‘!(f_ e 0f the
Propaite SOCESS W hich vielded stmple deseriptive "““ixuc
' e ; e i . PO,

; \t! icc-mus' of hotels brothels are summarizeg ang
s i 1Y iy ’ , T \ N o
o t:\\i o a table and the sumimas l‘-‘ “‘l;“ ‘;f ;"Cg using o
resentad & _ aan with the atd of the Micrae
:m;\k‘ ;'\“:\‘61\!:\3&‘ bar chart Jdrawn 1“"““‘“

Fyoel soffware,

themes, Thus du

qu:mtxf:c:m

a3 Results and Discussion

il chmducti\'(‘ health behaviour \
The campus eavironment appears 10 Pr‘?c"t,u"df"‘?‘_‘&du&tm
with 3 platform for sexual Interactions with httle inhibitiong
. Gvify is pervasive on campus; about 93
norcent of the INIIVIEWDES support th}S asserion, Thyg
A st imvolvement 10 scxual_ INfeTACon among
SuJANT IS § VETY COMIMOR OOCUITENCe: Itisalsovivid from the
that the campus ;\,z'o\")dc‘s a Itﬂllc‘ g’.\‘-l;ttd {or mu!n'p]c

\:&S:S e S -~
y thove. Abour mvo-third of the

eSO W
-

:
SEXUEI Dalia M S
TENNY S °® N et Ba PN -
ha Ina sumeiar VUl tansacnhonal SEX

-
- b
- e Sasr S AYS 19
. - .

e O oestes D ) 1 :
PR N -6-&.5.--\ ‘bvn-\us.\\.- .

]
this
\ . . | - ]
= h! e tha TTLTY ;\\\f\ 3 -.‘t NTY { \\- I]
i geite prodominent I the sMdy pope.aaeh. Almost all the
- - - - - L O.bq L S Y - - . :‘ =
- P T OTAMA AT ™Al 1« Al Nt b0s=
sl el P, A e Of UX o: ITHON Wlal Wit A Mddul nt.’.\ At Y
....

2 czmpus depends on o molvement m

Hararosexual ac

TS

- EN
_\_“.\;.,\:‘.\ ey

SuMTvaEl on e GRmMp
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sammor osky reprodactve hehavour among young people
k= 2003, Swindar end Watkans, 2006; Moore, 2t al 2007

Nwokachs 20

e e BEPRODUCTIVE MALTL ISSULS

Table 6.2
lorcvuh‘lwl‘. of transactional Sex or heterosexual nctivities
among undergraduates in LASU, Ojo.

SN [ Reproductive Health Behaviour | Freq. [%
| | Prevalence of heterosexual activity among both male | 28 93

and female undergraduates on this campus
y | 1 know my very good friends who have multiple sexual | 19 | 63

yarners
3. | There are students whose survival on this campus 29 97

depends largely on transactional sex

— A

Source: Fieldwork, 2008

Table 3 shows the quantification of the responses of the
interviewees on the nature of sexual relationships on the campus
and the dimension of recruiting sexual partners. Sexual
partnership is generally of two major categories. Fellow students
engage each other in heterosexual relationships - horizontal and
students also go into sexual relationship with rich, ‘powerful’,
older opposite sex branded 'Anstos’ (sugar mummies) and
lecturers - vertical. Almost all the interviewees testify in the
affirmative that the two patterns of sexual relationships exist. It is
interesting to note the activities of pimps in the recruitment of
sexual partners among the undergraduates. Pimps are fellow
students who engage in aranging fellow students (females) for
¢he 'Anstos’ who pay them 1n return for service rendered. Over
two-third of the intenviewees support the existence of pimps who
facilitate the recruitment of sexual partners for mostly cutsiders
for the purpose of transactional sex. A few of the mterviewees
mmdicated that they have fnends whose survival on the campus
depends on the procesds from pmpmg activites. These
observations had earlier been reported by other studies (Wasu
and Istugo-Abanihe, 2007; Nzokwe, Z00R).

| S
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-
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Table 6.3 .
Dimensions of sexual relatxonshnps. among
undergraduates in LASU, Ojo.
. ’f. ~ ﬁ
S/N | Reproductive Health Behaviour l*req. 77:
. (n=30)
|| Sexual relationships ocCur between tel}ow £
students and between students and‘ Aristos’ |2 5 o3
2 | There are ptmps among male aqd female g
undergraduates who arrange their female
colleagues for the *Anstos mostly from 23 77
outside '
3 |1 know my class mates who live on t.he —
proceeds from the activities of pimping 10 13

_— REPRODUCTIVE HALTH ISSUES

| L Table 6.4
Gender differentials in the Prevalence of Transactional

sexual behaviour among undergraduates in 1.ASU Ojo

— | Reproductive Health Behaviour 1 Freq. | %
§/§, (n=30)
1 More of male students engage in ] 23
Transactional sex
i More of female students engage in 27 90
Transactional sex

Source: Fieldwork, 2008

As shown in Table 4, transactional sex 1s more common among
female undergraduates. Almost all the interviewees support the
assertion that transactional sex is more prevalent among female
undergraduates. This confirms the findings of earlier studics that
young females are more likely to engage in sex for money or
material gifts (Moore, etal 2007). This suggests that young ladies
may have diffcrent reasons that motivate them 1nto this type of
sexual relationship. Luke’s (2003) three categories of benefits
females derive from transactional sex: (1) assistance with
cconomic survival; (2) a way to secure longer-term
opportunities; and (3) a means of increasing status among one's
peers” may suffice (this includes grades from lecturers).

142

gource: Fieldwork, 2008.

Figure 2 shows the frequencies of different factors advanced by

interviewees that influence the involvement in risky sexual

health behaviour among their colleagues. Among the factors

frequently mentioned by the interviewees are poor financial

background, influence of friends, desire to make cheep money

and greed or love for luxuries as well as originating from broken

homes. It 1s note worthy that poverty and peer influence are of
particular mention. As explained in the interviews, many poor
young people, especially females, seek financial resources to
fund their education and take care of themselves through
transactional sex. Earlier studies had reported that poverty is a
driving force influencing young females to engage in
transactional sex (Rwenge, 2003; Karim et al, 2003; Moore, et al
2007; Guiella and Madise, 2007). Peer influence is also most
frequently mentioned. In many studies of young pcople's
sexuality the influence of friends has always been mentioned as a
crucial factor. Peer influence underscores the significances of
interactionist argument that the human nature is plastic and it can
be influenced through interaction. One of the interviewecs
narrated the experience of one of her friends:
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| m mate to two of her friends who }«iefc b'a‘f'mg hice
tsirrfc\::: tr};)c(ir Aristos. When this lady got m*ﬁslmhe Was
very decent gir} who did not believe 1n havg)g sc;:l;co ke m
However, her room matcs wou.ld always Oring 'n')n..‘mcy Made
out of their 'sugar daddies’ into tl}c fOQT-f £y danigled
thousands of naira before this innocent girl from day 1o day
began to accompany her friends out,

Along the line she _ ?
somc!t’imcs their Aristos would buy things for her too. Gradualyy,

she developed interest and she joined them In patronizing men

who offered money for sex.
A year four female E nglish undergraduate, aged 23
mizes the fact that friends could exen

their colleagues to get involved in risky
ding is consistent with the reports of
iour and influence is a strong

people (Karim et al,

This excerpt €pito
tremendous influence on
sexual behaviour. This fin

earlier studies that pccr.bchav
predictor of sexual behaviour among young

2003).

More than three-quarter of the respondents mentioned that greed
or love for luxuries push young people into sex for money. This is
not surprising in a society where materialism takes the central
place and almost everybody concentrates on how to amass
wealth. Some studies argued that young people, especially
females, use transactional sex to gamer financial resources from
older partners and to raise their social status (e.g. Luke, 2003).
Family background mn terms of broken homes also enjoyed
frequent mention among the interviewees. This factor becomes
important in view of the fact that the sexual onientation given to
young people by their parents especially by the example they
show their children impart on their sexual perceptions which tend
to influence them greatly. Broken homes expose young people to
early sexual debut or encourage nisky sexual behaviour because

[ e
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children raised by single parents rarely hive a sexuya! -
rwenge, 2000, 2003 and Karim et 3132003), ually decent life
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Figure 2: Factors influencing involvement in Transactional
sexamong LASU Undergraduate

One could 1magine that maybe young undergraduates are not
conscious of the consequences of contracting STIs and HIV in
view of the predominance of risky sexual behaviour among them.
According to Table 6, it is surprising that 90 percent of the
interviewees mentioned it that most of those who engage in
transactional or nsky sexual behaviour are fully aware of such
consequences. Yet the practice is so common among the students
(Nwokocha, 2007). It becomes more pathetic if we consider the
fact that only 40 percent of the participants mentioned the
possibility of using condoms in such sexual relationships.
Studies have established that 1t 1s difficult to negotiate condom
use in such situations, especially for females (Luke, 2003; Moore
et al, 2007). Beside STIs and HIV/AIDS, some of the students
who engage in transactional sex fall victim of ritual killers who
offer them money to have sex with them. One of the interviewees
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syplained: P — |
:\t‘m\-— of the ladies who engage it t(‘.\ll‘bd\k\?;\. ;1“11}: f \ With Alistoq
Man | - through soft dnnks. While They are undey y,

are usually drugged throuBA > o white ha it .
o fluence of the drug their Ansto Pm“tﬁ* e st NdKerchjeg
LT & 3 ot " ,

to clean up the private pant Ot‘m“ L‘A L’*to and ::h ‘purposes‘ l
know a friend who went out with an Ans ¢n she cap,
back she bled to death.

4 vear four female S0Ci0

c
logy undergraduate, age 24

Table 6.5

Condom use and Perceived consequences ?f Transactiong)
sexual activities among undergraduates in LASU, Ojo,

SN | Reproductive Health Behaviour Freq. | o
(n=30)

|| Students use condom for protection | 12 40

2 | Contraction of STIs and HIV 27 90|

Source: Fieldwork, 2008.

6.3.2 Changeinuse of Space
Based on the assumption that the number of hotels/brothels in an

environment is an indication of the level of sexual activities
going on there, data were gathered on the number of
hotels/brothels established in the neighbourhood before and after
LASU was sited in the present location of its Ojo Campus. Table
7 shows the list of hotels/brothels generated from the census of
the institutions conducted in the neighbourhood. A total of 16
hotels/brothels were sited and counted in the three communities
surrounding the University. Figure 3 shows that only 18 percent
of these hotels’brothels were in existence before the main
campus - (Ojo Campus) of the University was sited and 75
percent of the 16 institutions came into existence after the birth of
the University.
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,\lthough: 0““(‘}30\““1 mention the presence of Alaba International
Market as another possible factor that might have influenced thc

|ocation of the hotels/brothels, jt s striking to note that 75 perc

of them were only established after 1983 There is no doﬁb?tﬁg:
the patronage of both staff and students may be significant. The
officials of .all the hotels/brothels Interviewed indicated that. the
enjoy patronage frgm LASU's population. Some of thz
undergraduate interviewed opined that they know that some of
their colleagues use the hotels/brothels during examination
periOdS: By and large the picture painted by the difference in the
proportion observed before and after LASU was established may
also suggest a reflection of the reciprocal effect of the University

and reproducti\_/e health behaviour of the students on the use of
space in the University neighbourhood.

Similar observations have been made about other University
neighbourhoods. For instance, Stamler (1997) observed the
presence of prostitutes in various locations around New York
University; and Hoffmann (2006) also made a similar
observation about the neighbourhood of the University of
Minnesota in the United States. Nwokocha (2007) observed the
preponderance of transactional sexual behaviour in some
Nigerian Universities he studied. Therefore, the data suggest that
most of the hotels/brothels in the LASU's neighbourhood likely
emerged 1n response to either demands by the University's
population or by outsiders (maybe the 'Aristos") who patronize
the institutions because of LASU undergraduates, especially
females.
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Table 6.6
ation and date of establishment of

.

¢ R
h,(:tcls/bmthcls in LASU neighbourhood
Name of hotels brothels i Location of Year Oft‘Slablism
' Hotel/Brothels
1. 1. Joker Hotel iﬁ;{TO\\‘n W‘z(’ e
3. Roval Crown Hotel | [ha Town 1982
1 Adoftt Intemational |
;i?:? o 1 [ Iba Town 1990
lae Intermationa n
§ g&:ﬁlh‘ | Okokomaiko | 2002
S Starien Intemational | |
Hotel ' Okokomatko 1 1999
6. Thuove lmem-.monnl . :
Hotel ba Town 2007
7. Nice Time Guest i |
House ‘ fba Town L2006
8. Happy Days Hotel | Op0 Town | 1995
9. Towin Hotel Qo Town 1980
| 10. Rega Hotel 'Ojo Town 199]
11. Paragon Hotel 'Ojo Town 1996
12, Freelings Hotel | Ojo Town 005
13. Adidas Hotwl Qo Town 1980
{14, Onward Guest House | Ojo Town 1994
|13, High Tase Howel g0 Town 1004
{ 16. Kav's Place Hetel Qo Town { 1980

Source: Fieldwork, 2008.

It is interesting to note that three of the hotels/brothels
established before LASU were converted to female hostels

around vear 2000 (Tovin, Kavs and Adidas hotels/brothels)
Though Kavs hotel brot 3 ‘ .

hough Kays he el brothel has been reconverted, the other two
mtf femz ?.hosz-{’is ull date. These hotelsbrothels were all
¢stablished m 1980, before the establishment of the University.
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perhaps: the high prevalence of trangg
people (Moore, et al 2007) facilitat

Owlslbrothels to female hostel may o
{;randing whereas the students’ tha?wlt)s( t:;ag:g;hei T
trang,actional sexual activities. To dig deeper, we concriluc'::(()irc .
partiCIPant observation around the two existing ones for nf?)ﬁ;
days. It was observed that more of men come to visit the
occupants. It was very common for some men to park their cars
and g0 into.the hostels for some minutes and later come out with
ladies, get mnto the car and drive away. The traffic of such men
coared at weekends.  Therefore, these hostels may be serving
rwo functions: they provide accommodation to the students and
also simultaneously facilitate refined transactional sexual

aetivities in the neighbourhood. This motive might have
informed the conversion.

Ctional sex among young
ed the conversion of the

Figure3: Proportion of hotels established before
LASU and after, and converted to female hostels
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Hotels/brothels before Hotels/Drothels ater Hotels/Brothels
LASU ememnged LASU emerged converted (0 female
hostels ater LASU

emerged

6.4 Conclusion

The nature of reproductive health behaviour of young people 1s a
matter of serious concern in sub-Saharan Africa because this 1s
where the prevalence of HIV/AIDS is highest besides the
devastating effects of STIs. Since sex is the main mode of
transmission, a good understanding of reproductive health
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. _ 1 n"' ,__-._"__, s il | \ 2
s maror way b) which We can

artainly - sirther spre 2
< gr 15 cer@BY % further spread of the pig el.c,p

:\“ ;-,.j prcg_’f;‘:l?tmr:‘:: study has sought to ch_Cn. e’hzc.
ia the ght O B0 ional sexual health behavigy, - the
Gmensions o-.. ‘:t-i \SU within the‘mtcracnomst framew 2
;'Tliuy:.:q\ . the use O Spacc as a ﬁmction

hehaviour of the student POpulatiop o t!:

s ual activity thrives among undergTadum
B e s also common; 1T 1S MOTE prevalent 5, 5
u...QE."“C‘;L JI.’;.relaﬁonShips could exist between two fello(:lg
s (horizontal relationship) of bet\;'een Student anq o, oy
m‘:,_,,; iegm-’q who exchange grades OF S€X, non- acaden;;.
. 1 autsiders who offer monetary reward or materia] gifis g
staft .-1:\‘ “wi-:b e sudents constitute non-student Partners

have ST ‘anal lev
< ersical sexual relationship) At the nat ‘n_‘{ level, about 1
o d 26 percent males aged 15-24 years eng

nercenl I.i‘m&lcs all o . PR
PRI ~<actional sex in 2005 (Federal Mimistry of Health, 2006)
Tanyae ~- :

Factors influencing undergr;}duates im'_ol\'emem In risky
reproductive health behaviour includes poverty, broken ho

neer influence and desire to make Cheapomone}’. BuF according to
;he interactionist framework, qppo.rtu_nlt)'. for continuous social
interaction provided by the University environment s cardinal in
he initiation to and sustenance of transactional sexual behavioyr
It provides the platform where. new mempers are shown the
eward of transactional sex thus igniting their own interest. This
is the process accounting for the wide spread of this nefarious

behaviour among undergraduates.

In

The data suggest that most students who engage 1in transactional
sex rarely use measures of protection such as condoms. This is
not surprising. Most of the partners who engage students in risky
sexual behaviour are of higher social and economic status, they
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" sexual partners,
nes. A crucial
ehaV‘(Om among the

-specially the 'Anstos' and ‘Sugar m
qplication of this pattern of sexya]

otels/brothels in the three communities constiryt:
Ecighbourhood of the Umv;rsify- Itshould b:mm?etclln}ﬁ)ﬁ?gf:rft;xh t
other factors such as the dnye to provide hospitality Services f::
the benefit of the growing Population of the Univers;
~ommunity fog purely economic reasons may partially accouz
for the increasing number of the hotels. The three hotels which
were converted to female hostels could be considered as chance
in the use of space traceable to LASU's significant impact on tﬁe
neighbourhOOd. The converted hotels (to female hostels) ma
actually retain the attributes of a brothel where the occupant)s(
engage in all forms of transactional sexual activities. A
fundamental question that arises is why were all the three
converted to female hostels and non to male hostel? So the name
female hostel may be for the purpose of re-branding to seem
decent.

This study was purely qualitative and therefore generalization
may be difficult. The insightful findings it has generated could be
useful as a preliminary assessment of the prevailing reciprocal
relationship between the University and the neighbourhood with
respect to reproductive health behaviour. Further studies may be
needed on this subject- mater across a sample of the Universities
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