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Abstract

" Federalism and federal practices albgit it vaiflam's has be;clyme‘ sy:zoln;c/iz;n;?
and relevant in an heterogeneous society for it represents lifferent sh
gn inion and devolve power and responsibility to all the strata of government.
J\I;igeria federal practices have traversed Seri?S Of develgpmen(al stc’zgle.s gnd
have been badly affected by military incursion in politics, ethno-z. e.zgz-ous
violence, resource allocation and control among others. What is left of
Nigeria federal practices is a glorified military federalism, a pse_udofederal
practice. The paper traces the antecedent of federal practices in the world
while stream lining it to the evolution of Nigeria federal structure. It further
identifies problems of federalism in Nigeria which have retarded or rather
made elusive the consolidation of democratic governance in the country. It
further makes a critique of neo regional federal structure proposed by
Abacha military government. It however concludes by suggesting ways of
- achieving what Peter Ekeh refers as maximum federalism.

INTRODUCTION

The system of government adopted in a state is dependent on the socio-
political configuration of the state coupled with the present reality at the
time. It is customary that an homogeneous state is bound to opt for a unitary
kind of rule while a federal system is often voted for in an heterogeneous
state, a typical case is that of Nigeria. In most war torn areas like
Mozambique, Rwanda, Burundi, Mali, Apartheid Sout
others, consociational government is often Institutionaliz
. accommodate various ethnic or ftribal settlements
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~ THE BACKGROUND OFFEDERALISM
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1787. the concept of fede
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mé after the American constxtqnon.»W : fhes
ave not been so fortunate. The existence of e ,
for more evaluation o eories an

it imperative e
federalism, but also modifies them rather than ??:‘;:tgio E
political abstraction or confuse it with leagues, conle ‘ _‘

of political affiliation or alliances.

The post 2nd World War experience brought new difr}énsion to th study of
federalism. The study of contemporary federalism emerged, owing

t and proliferation of types of political systems
el : different levels of governmen!

discussion on contemporary federalism starts with K.C Whea}re (194 ) wh
views federal government as a constitutional arrangement which dmdcs Jay
making powers and functions between two levels of government.

} 7 i
According to him, this constitutional arrangement is brought about ‘by“; :

! circumstances in which people are prepared to give up only certain limited

| powers and wish to retain others, both sets of powers to be exercised by co-.

) ordinates authorities. He therefore posits federal principle to include the

\ following: :

|
|
'( C.

to
|
|

The division of powers among levels of government

). Written constitution showing this division.

Coordinate supremacy of the two levels of govemmehts with regards

their respective functions (Wheare 1943).

i Williams Livingston (1956) sees Wheare's view beyond the narrow con

of legal formulation to the general system, viewed and saw federalism.
-product of interaction of socio-cultural and political factors, while noting t
‘the documentary constitution may be a poor guide to w’hether"" gt
explained: e

‘system s federal or otherwise, He
|




we the rule of the co
ipheralized the rule
" influence over the affairs o
W 064) ‘
the interaction betweep the ol
tural substructure. In effect b Against this backdrop. there. emerged a new Scho i
dependent on the centripetalany  sressed processes and dynamism o_ffederahsm S
Indeed, these factors, find thejy  ¢his school, Carl Frederick (1 963) view on federahsmseenm o
gement. From this, Livingstoy perspective, he wrote that federalism shquld be seen ?S-‘ﬂI{m:l :
essitates the federal constitutiop i unity and diversity are politically organized: this process inc
e arrangement incorporating the political phenomena, persons. Wnstitutions and 1d§aszg;§§lpg Wi -
powers, while the federal societyis | and Livingston, he noted that a federation shoulc_l be.sgen asagroup of s
along geographical lines; a federal | united by one or more common goals or objectives, but retaining
ethnic groups each with diﬁ‘erent'lk distinctive group character in other sphere. : o
kgromds, where each ethnic group ?J et j . el s
hical location from the others. - Thus, federations incorporate unity and diversity. Friedrich further went
e the extreme, from Wheare, to argue that: 5 i
evice for compromising unity and ] e b
phasized the need for common political  Federalism seems the most suitable term by which to designare the process of
' He then concluded that the federal federalizing a political community, that is to say the process by whi
nalization of compromise between| numbgr ?f separate political organisations, be it the states or any
n intensity of these demands bemg_a association enler into arrangements for working out solutions, adopting
ol ~ Joint policies and making decisions on joint problems or reversely,
. process through which a hitherto unitary political community, as it bec:
) tends towards a more static viewol differentiated into a nymbgr of separate and _distinct political comni‘u;ulz
sm is a bargain struck by thﬁ; achieve a new organisation in which the dg{?%rvntialed communitie
equisites for this bargain thus: ' Separately organized become capable ofworkmgourseparately and o,
e : - own, those problems they no longer have in common (Friedrich1963).

s of the sub-ordinate
fthe whole society th

ir territorial control, usually Tl ¢ Rl
g;;f:;;ti ¢ aggression and\  From the foregoing, one can easily deduce that Friedrich will wani

bel‘ieve that federalism is a process of both aggregaton and di

-diplomatic threats o
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INDERSTANDING DEMOCRATIC GOV
imply put, democracy may be described a5 a S
Jhich the people exercise the governing power
epresentatives periodically elected by thexgselv
. other state governments, i ; meansthatagovernment may, in political science
provides institutions for the expression anc,
supremacy of the popular will on basic quest

vely. A federal system altematively policy.
ical system in which the states are '

dinate and the central governme IER(C :
2 | country vote few individuals who will represent

* other to protect and guarantee security of life an
opines it to be a government which ensures soci
emments, multiple adminisirative l equality (Aderibigbe, 1990: 11).

i -ordination and -

qﬁ:::;;:? wgin?ﬂfl’cient,tslglw:s{mﬁ origin of democracy is traceable to ancie

< economic planning. Moreover, -+ Democracy is a coinage from the two Greek wor
erating units, for it is expected thati
tialities. and if these are properl

erating states will be better forit.

ns of government. Since they involve

people voluntarily consent to and are majo:
He also added that in a democratic system. the )
shares of political power and public authority is
relatively broad area of private freedom.
people's government and a leader is said to b

¢ willingness and resolution to do the wishes o

~ aimed at delivering the goods to the peop
people, if the leader insists, such disposition
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govemmem. the situation which is anhﬂlﬂl :

 federalism or true federal system. Byand :

at the moment being o faced with series hide :

rat correcting the age jop, | realization oﬁtsu-uefedeml bfms,ﬂns include:

fﬂf ol - 'I‘hehnﬁlingrolesplayedbyl\lgena s cwii
frustrating progressive review schemes o
Reference could easily be made to the f
National Assembly members under Oba

: : - L ' administration started the processofre
esene S
‘ :  systemand probably remove some of t
smuggled into the constitution. The w
and stalled by the third term Agenda.

 Another problemis the injury inflicted b
advantages of activated true federalism.

Corruption is another serious challenge to!
the country. thnasxghofrehevets
the introduction of the Economic and

- (EECC)and IndEpendem Corrup%
Cotmmm n (ICP
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y revenue generation.

en 10% of the federally

eral level and all parties
nts should be collecting their

Jegislative chambers it desires and mﬂh _
be locatedEachumiofa;_arpperfed -
and fly its own flag. In addition to the Nig
each level of government eXercises 2ppra
along with a civilian police formaton. It
one police establishment. Does anybody re
can handle land cases in local communiti
husbands and wives. arrest peiy thie
highway. apprehend armed robbers and S
impossible! ‘

It is wiser to confine the Nigeria police 0
order. leaving siate maiters 1o the state.
law and order to local police. This was,
indigenous communiiies before British ca
policing unit should not be denied.

Above all else, federalism emjoins a
constituent unit gives to the whole and
proportion. In the decade of decolonisati
federation agreed that each constinient
develop its economic resources. The .
because of easy access 1o wealth from
other sources of revenue owside of o
centre. hence. every state rather than
hope to get sustenance from the centre.
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> 2 federal sysiem have some
oL mhmk‘hﬂe and sinker
n have our own home grownas
se. Which ever way we want
basic rudiments thai make it
omiside our preseni military

and democracy are like twin

mph in this couniry wherethe

-isall about people's rule. for

democratic principlesas

ted federalism autonomy

yarious units and both e
sense and advaniages of

e, should be responsible for

" necessarily depending on the
evelopmental strategies. responsible andre
in the state the
true federalism SUpPOSS :
themselves as partners i progress without
monster and autoca ic but rather ?ach dot
sratutory and socially imposed duties. T_he v
fieid in relieving any government function:
duties of his/her position as such. the immun
reexamined and reviewed. The poliucal wi
with competent and objectve leadership wil
proposition into fruition. Far. unless the eco
of individual are guaranteed in the polity
find their ways into government. The examp
Yar-Adua will give credence to the statement
will which have always eluded us. Nigeria's
the search for new political paradigm but
intentto deliver political goods to the greatest




d :
E.O & Ebere 0.(2007) The
tion in Nigeria, Okada:

1

|
,—,?
i

’

s

I

S e

Scanned by CamScanner



