


- NIGERIAN
o | Jounm OF CURRICULUM AND ms'mucrm 3‘]

ISSN 1118 - 5481 o

JE———— e 4‘

>— .
_VOLUME 12 NO.1, SEPTEMBER, 2004

- Published By _
: onal Rssociation of Curriculum Theorists (NACT)




) : sl B i ia ic Reconstruction
The Rote of Computer Education in the Socie-Economic Reconstruction of a - Enterpreneurial Education an‘c: ‘S)o(c)mlolic?z;‘ni}w 161-165
Nation ~Alarape, M.A..and Abdullahi, S.Y. : 77-82 -} - - ~OJKOgundele, Fh.D. and 0.0. Olayemi
Fostering Human Development Throug‘n‘ Pro_biem-Solving.S.trateg.ies in
;Fge ;rﬂpos;t?:;i of Women Education in Cultural Reconstruction in Nigeria $.87 Education and Civic Responsibility in Nigeria —~Bawa Mairiga Ribah 166-171 |
' i ils? i formance in g
The. Place of Library Automation in the Social Reconstruction of Juvenile : The Factors Responsible for Pupils Poor' Acagesmliiiez?;:ﬁuction
Delinquents —Olanrewaju, F.T, (Mrs) and Anyanwu, Pascal C, 88-01 Primary Schools: A Panacea for Economic and Soc 172-176
—Qgunboyede, M.O, :
Facilitating Roles of Agricultural Education in Economic and Social . e S ;
. il : , , ation z aries: t
Reconstruction for National Development in Nigeria —Paul Ndubuisi Ezeh 92-96 Secondary Educanop and Capacity Building in Its Beneficiarie _— ?
’ The Nigerian Experience —A Guga
N i
The Place of Fine and Applied Arts Education in Achieving Social o ; . :
i g he Teaching of French as a
tion ~Mich 1 d . The Pedagogical Role of Play Activities in t y
Reconstruction ~Michael Olusoji Fadare 97-101 Foreign Language Jiff Mokobia, Ph.D. 185-189
i?%xlai;zlnm}i:cplosmn and Its Implications for Nigeria’s Development 102105 Buiiding a New Nigeria, Via Social Studios Education o010 ‘
‘ ’ ~Ossai, Agnes Comfort - i
3 - : . . A
{“‘Sa:i:'ig; OS:;::UOH The Need for @ Mote Realistic Approach 106-110 The Tmportance of Women Education in Educational and Secial 55.199
: Reconstruction —Emarievbe, 5.0. {Mrs) 195-199 f
?E;;;Lig?d}e; Education in Educational and Social Reconstruction ULLls Polifical Education as Means of Educational and Social Reconstruction oo ji
. —Toye Manuwa . e
Empowering Women Through Education for Socio-Economic L . P
i Education in Economic and Social “
_Adiot , LE. . . : The Importance of Women ) :
Advancement —~Adiotomre, J.E. (Mrs) 116-119 Reconstruction ~T.A. Oluwatelure . 207-211 ii
‘ Polytechnic Education in Nigeria: The Politics of Under- -Funding %1
-0.0, Idown 120-127 l

The Place of Vocational and Technical Education in Economic and
Social Reconstruction —Tunde J. Ade 128-133

Women Education and Nation Building -Mrs Uche Collins-Avbiorokoma 134-137

The Role of Library in the ]:Educational and Social Reconstruction of the
Nigerian Society -Makinde, 0.0. {Mrs) . 138-14

Igbo Written Literature as Tool for Economic and Social Reconstruction
—~Iwuagwu Steila I.C. (Mrs)

The Place of Primary Education in Promoting Performance of r"wl«:
Responsibility -Okandeji, C.O. and Ajuar, H.N,

Improving the Quaiity of Vocational Education in Nigeria Thmugh
Effective Programme Evaluvation —C.I. Obi and D.K. Diraso




THE ROLE OF THE LIBRARY IN THE EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL
RECONSTRUCTION OF THE NIGERIAN SOCIETY

Makinde, 0.0, (Mrs.)

Abstract

The peper observes that the objectives of the National Policy on Education

- & ye to l?e achieved, going hy the numerous problems stifl confrenting
cducation in ¢c society. Thus the need for educational and social
TeCOTSIUCHiON i3 scen and the role of the library in bringing abeut this
reconsimction is discussed, However, it is noted that the library itseif must
be amiormed before it can do this successfully.

introduction

) Qver the years the word education has been given various meanings by different people. At
one time or tfw other, people erroneously 2quate education with certain concepts like schooling which
is just one of the forms in which education is provided, (here are others who believe that education 1s
the ability to read amd write (literacy) while the ability to manipulate figures (numeracy); work with
shapes, signs and figwes (graphicacy) or the ability to determine length, width, volume, distance,
weight or measures {measuracy) are what others consider to be education. There are still some who
believe that training which is the process of preparing a person or an animal to perform a particular
skill or job, is education. Yet to others getting a person to aceept a religious or pelitical creed is
education. All these essential elements of education cannot be said to be complete e:iucation an their
own. . :

The Catholic Church in defining education says that “true education is directed towards the

formation of the humas persen in view of his final end and the goodl of the society to which he
helongs and in the duty of which he will, as an aduit have a share (Obemeata, 1996}, In talking about
education, Rengochelpe (2000} says education is whatever helps fo shape the human being to make
him what he is and zder him from being what he is not, adding that education is a continuous
process from birth to death.
' ‘The realization that life is dynamic helps to inform the direction that the sducational system
of a society takes as children must be developed as adjustable individuals who can acconmunodate
themselves to the changing situations of life (Dunhill, 1976). In Nigeriz, the educational purpose is
just the same as the mational goals which are aimed at intellectual and physical development of
individual citizen and the nation as a whole. However, Nigeria’s educational system should be made
o i.ncorporate training in ability to selve many problems conironting the contemporary Nigerian
sociaty. ’ -

Problems Affecting the Nigerian Society Generally

The problems sonfronting the Nigerian society are numerous and of various nature. There are
those (hat are educational, socio-political and economie in nature. Among them are overcrowded
classrooms in public schools, examination malpraciices, drug abuse and cultism in schools; shortage
of some educational amenitics, infrastructure and materiuis and high cost of others. All these problems
are some of those cenfrenting the Nigerian educational system andt they have led fo fallen siandard of
educatjon in the coumtry. Many oroblems can also be found in other areas of the national life which
inciude wass upemplnymen!, mass illiteracy, underdevelopment, overdependence on foreign goods
and services, bribery ad corruption, religious intolerance, inter-cthnic rancours, political killings and
thuggery. armed robbery, ritual killings and human trafficking for prostitution among others.

A goed eduzattonal systemn must be able to provide. options relevant to the milieu of its

recipient (Abe, 1999). Nigeria educutional system must therefore address the problems listed above
before it can be said to be meaningfui to the society. .

The Need for Edug&uai »:md Social Reconstruction
It was earlicr menitoned-that Nigeria's educationai purpose is just the same as the national,
goals which are cnshriaed in the National Policy on Education as,natignzl ehiectives which are: =
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A free and democrartic society; -
A just and egalitarian society;

A united, strong and selltreliant nation;

A great and dyname econony;

Adand of Lright and [ull epportunities for all citizens (NPE, 1998 Revised}.

R

In order to achieve these stated vbjectives, the educational system should be able to inculcate
the following values at all {evels of instruction. :
Respect for the worth and digrity of the individual,
Faith in man’s ability to wmake rational decisions.
Muoral and spintual vatue in interpersonal relations.
Shared responsibility for the cununon gowd of society,
Respect for dignity ol Jubour, and
Promotion of the emotional, physical and psychological heaith of all Nigerian children (NPE,
1998).

L e

Every Nigertan child is expected lo attain all these values aforementioned through education
but considering the myriad of problems in the Nigerian seciely today, it could be clearly observed thu
Migerian national objectives are yet o be realised or achieved. Hence the need for educatiomsl and
social reconstruction. "

In reconsiructing Nigeria's educational and social system, every segment of the society must
be mvolved. Starting trom home. the parents need to reexamine the various values which they are

that will be geared owards achieving the national objectives. But more important in this arez of
reconstruction is the sehool which is one form in which education is provided. The various aspects of.
the schoul system need {o he explored in order to reaiise the desired changes.-Hawcever, the aspeet that
is being considered v this paper 1s the *power house” of every school or academic institution which 13
the library. Going by the definition of the Yibrary and the services it rendes, it can be easily
understood that there cannot be any meaningful educational and social reconstruction without the
contribution of the Library. : .

The Role of the Library

The library is one of the most impartant set ups in oi Sducational seliing. It is more like a
workshop or powerhouse which generates, stores and disseminates information for the use of
researchers, scientists and general users in order to protuce new information. Davies (1974) describes
it as the mainstream of the instructional process saying that it is a source for educational excellence.
Encyclopaedia Americana explamns the library function as collecting and preserving educational
nmterials in all subject areas and stimulating users to use these materials. In her own contribution (o
the usetuless of the library, Mabawonku (1976) says libraries zre particularly uséfis] for independent
study as 1t 18 a place where one fearns how to find out and use the resources. Thus it could be seen that
the library is a necessity in all educational institutions and a force to reckon with in reconstrusting the
aducational and social system. This fact (s more glarinyg from the general roles of library which
include the following:

[nformation Dissemination: The library is the resource centre of any instilution, organisation or
establishment, o depository of information that can be consulted in order to expand upon and enrich
the work of individuals and bodies (Quadri, 1993). This role of the library will definitely help
researchers and other stakeholders in education industry source for information and produce more
information that will ard the much needed educational and social transtormation that zan help peopie
to be gainfully employed or make potential job seckers 1o be employers of labour themseives.

Independent Learning: As libraries are particularly useful for independent study, individuals can go
© there and learn at their own pace in the course of using the library resow

these users Lo understund oo
cconsiructing the eduyg

al systems for the overall develepraent of the aation.

ces, this process will Lelp
eplg better and such knowledge they can pul to better use in
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Economic Rele: Sinc2 it is not possible for every individual to buy all the needed information
sources, the library comes to their aid by supplying a wide range of information formats that can be
used 1o further the course of educational and social reconstruction.

Recreational Role: By stocking such materials like newspapers and magazines, the library helps its
users broaden heir horizon in the course of relaxation and the knowledge acquired inthe process can
also be channeled towards educational and social reconstruction,

Social Role: Esdaile (1989} in telking about the role of the library observes that by preserving the
record of the nation's literature, the library gives the society a scase of oneness and serves as the

powerhouse for the leadership of the society. He, 80es on (o say that for any man to be worthy of his -

freedom he must make a right use of libraries. Thus it is very clear that even policy makers can benefit
from library rescurces to help them make the right decision towards reconstructing the educational
and social lives of their popuiace. :

Bibliotherapy: This is a form of psychotherapy whereby printed materials can be used to axpiain
certain social problems and their sojutions. Books that preach morals and expose evil consequences of
social ills are most useful in these areas. The library can diaw the attention of recaleitrant youths 1o
these in order to reconstruct their lives educationally and souially.

Conclusion

The concept of education has been discussed and it has been noted that the objectives of the
National Policy on Education are yet to be realised going by the numerous problems that are still
confranting the Nigerian soviety generaliy. T herefore, the need for educational and social
reconstruction is seen and the role of the library in helping to bring about this transformation has been
mentioned.

However, going by what obtains presently in the educational sector, one cannot fail to note
that before the library can contribute meaningfully to educational and social reconstruction it must be
reconstructed itsclf. The state of most libraries in our nation is appaliing therefore reconstruction of
the library can be done in a number of ways which include the following:

(2) Government and school managers must ensure that libraries are adequately funded to help
them make provision for more clients and current information instead of the many obsolete
books that are presently found on library shelves. Provision must be made for new
information technology to be installed.

Library administrators shouid ensure that whatever fund the library gets is put to judicious
use. They should endeavour to satisfy all categories of users thus acquiring information in all
spheres of life. They should alse encourage people to patronise the library through positive
disposition towards library users, T hrough conspicuous display of resources hitherto
overlooked and some other ones the reading interest of library users can be stimulated.
Establishment of more pubiic libsaries is also very necessary perhaps through private
participation of corporate organisations, or well to do individuals, This wiil maks it possible
for more people to have access to the library, even at very low charges,

(b
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Nevertheless, if the government makes more fund available to the library; library
adnunistrators, do all they can to stimulate the reading interest of the library clients and libraries
abound everywhere but people still remain lackadaisical in their attitude towards the use of library, the
library may not be of mush help in bringing about educational and social reconstruction. Therefore the
government and librarians must do (like some are already doing} everything possible to educate or
sensitize the generaf populace about the benefitg in Using the tibrary,

If the sugpestions given above are taken, then the iibrary would witness a radical
wransformation which will help educational and social reconstruction,
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