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RECONSTRUCTION OF THE NIGERIAN SOCIETY

Makinde, 0.0. (Mrs.)

Abstract
The paper observes that the objectives of the National Policy on Education
are y\:ﬁ ) be achieved, going by the numerous problems still confronting
education in t_hc society. Thus the need [or cducational and social
recomstruction s seen and the role of the library in bringing about this
recerstuction is discussed.  However, it is noted that the library itsetl must
ke waasformed before it can do this successfully,

Introduction

~ Over the years the word education has been given various meanings by different people. At
one time or the other, peaple erroncously equate education with certain concents like schooling which
is just one of the forms in wiich education is provided, there are others who believe that education is
the ability to read and write (literacy) while the ability 1o manipulate figures (numeracy); work with
shqpes, signs and figwes (graphicacy) or the ability to determine length, width, votume, distance,
wetght or measures {measuracy) are what others consider to bhe education. There are still some who
betieve that training which is the process of preparing a person or an animal to periorm a particular
skill or job, is cducation. Y2t to others getting 2 person o accept 7 religious or political creed is
education. All these essential elements of education cannot be said to be complete education on their
oW,

The Catholic Chureh in defining education says that “true education is directed towards the
formation of fhe humam person in view of his final end and the zood of the society to which he
belungls and in the duty of which he will, as an adult have a share (Obemeata, 1996). In talking about
ec_iucauon. Rex_'lgochcqu {2000} says education is whatever helps to shape the human being to make
him what he is and hinder him from being what he is not, adding that education is a centinucus
precess from birth to death, o

) Thc realization that life is dynamic heips to inform the direction that the educational system
of a socicty akes as children must be developed as adjustable individuals who can accommodate
themsetves to-the changing situations of dife (Dunhill, 1976}, In Nigeria, the educational purpose is
Just the same as the zational goals which are aimed at intellectual and physical development of
ind.ividual citizen and e nation as a whale. However, Nigeria’s educational system should be made
te incorporate training in ability t5 solve many problems confronting the contemporaty Nigerian
sociaty. o

Problems Affecting the Nigerian Society Generafly
The problems confronsing the Nigerian society are numerous and of various nature, Thers are

those that are educatienal, socio-political and-economic in azture, Among them are overcrowded
classtooms in public schools, examination malpractices, drug abuse and cultism in schools; shortage
of some educational amenities, initastructure and malerials nnd high cost of others, All thcse'problcms
are somme o'f those conffonting the Migerian educational system and they have led to fatlen standard of
cdgcatmn in the country. Many problems can also be found in other arcas of the national life which
inciude mass ur_:emplopncnt, mass illiteracy, underdevelopment, overdependence on foreign goods
and services, bribery asd corruption, religious intolerance, inter-ethnic rancours, political kiflings and
thuggery, armed robbcq_r, ritual killings and human trafficking for prostitution among others.

A good edusztional system must be able to provide options relevant to the milieu of its
recipient {Abe, 19?9). Migeria educational systent must therefove address the problems listed above
before it can be said to be meaning(ul to the socicty.

The Need fer Educational and Social Reconstruction
i.t was earinu'.m:nfcloned tha_t Nigeria’s educational purpose is just the same as the national:
goals which are enshrined in the National Policy on Edueation us nationgt ohjectives which are:
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I, A free and demouratic society;

2. Ajustand egalitarian soclety;

3.7 A unbted, strong and self-reliant nation;

4. A great and dynamic economy:

3. Adland of bright and full oppertunities for all citizens (NPE, 1998 Revised).

in order lo achieve these stuted objestives, the educalional system should be able to inculeate
the foilowing values at all levels of instruction.
. Respect for the worth and dignity of the individual.
2. Taith in man’s ability to make rational decisions.
3. Moral and spiritual vaiue in interpersonal relutions.

4. Shared responsibility for the common good of suciety.
5. Respect (or dignity of fabour, and
5. Promotion of the emotional, physicul and psychotogival heafth o oIl Nigerian ehildren (NPE,

1998).

Every Nigerian child is expected 1o attain all these values aforementioned through education
but congidering the myriad of problems in the Nigerian sociely wday, it coul chserved that
Nigerian national cbiectives are yet to be realised or achivved, Henes the need for educational and
social reconstruction,

In reconstructing Nigeria's educational and social system, every segment of the socicty must
be nvolved. Starting from home, the parents need to reexamine the various values which they ar
inculeating in their children; the various. policy makers must also be careful to make the right policies
that will be geared towards achieving the national cbjectives. But more important in :his aren. »f
reconstruction is the school which 15 one form in which education is provided. The various aspects of
iie school system need to be explored in vrder o reaiise the desired changes, However, the aspect ihat
i being considerced n this paper is the “pawer house’ of every schoot or academic instiiution which is
the library. Going by lhe definilion of the library and the services it rendess, it can be easily
understeod that there cannot be any meaningful cducational and social reconstruction without the
contribution of the library.

be ¢lear

The Role of the Library

The fibrary is one of the most important sel ups in an educationad setiing, it is more like a
workshop or powerhouse which generates. stores and dissemicates information for the use of
rescarchers, scientists and general users i order to produce new intormation. Davies {1974} describes
it a5 the mainstream of the instructional process saying that it 1s 2 source for edocational exeellence.
Eucyelopaedia Americana explains the library funetion as collecting and preserving educationai
maierials in al! subject areas and stimulaling users {o use these materials. In her own contribution to
the usefuiness of the iibrary, Mabawonku (1976} says libraries are particulariy useful for independent
study as it is a place where one learns how to find out and use the resources. Thus it could be seen that.
the library is a necessity in all educational instiiutions and a force to reckon with in reconstructing the
educational and social system. This fact is more glaring {rom the general roles of fibrary which
include the following:

Intormation Disseminztion: The library is the resource centre of any institution, organisation or
establishment, a depository of information that can be consuited in order o expand unon and enrich
the work of individuals and bodies (Quadri, 1993). This role of the library will defiritely help
rescarchers and other stakeholders in education industry source for inlormation and produce mere
information that wiil aid the much seeded educational and social transformation that can kelp people
to be gainfully emploved or make petential job seekers to be employers of Jabour themselves.
Independent Learning: As libraries are particularly usclul lor independent study, individuals can go
there and leurn at their own pace in the course of using the library resources. thes process witl help
these users o understandconeepts better and such knowledge they can put to better use n
cconsiructing the edug i

ia | sysiems for the overall developmest of e nation.
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Economic Rp}c: Since it is net possible for every individual o buy ail the needed information
sources; the library somes to their aid by supplying a wide range of information formats that can be
used to further the course of edutational and social reconstruction.

Recreational RoEg: B)f stocking such materials like newspapers and magazines, the library helps its
users broaden their horizen in the course of reluxation and the knowledge acquired in the process can
aiso be channeled towards educational and social reconstruction,

Social Role: Esdaile {1989) in taiking about the role of the library observes that by preserving the
record of the nation's literature, the librery gives the society a sense of oneness and serves a: the
Qowerhousc for the leadership of the society. He goes on to say that for any man to be worthy of his
treedom he must make z right use of libraries. Thus it is very ciear that even policy makers can benefit

from library resources fo help them make the right decision towards reconsiructing the educational
and sacial lives of their populace. ’

Eibligtherapy: This is 2 form of psychotherapy whereby printed materials can be used to explain
sertain social probiems and thieir solutions. Roeks that preach morals and expose evil consequences of
social flls are most useful in these areas. The library can draw the attention of recaleitrant youths to
these in erder to reconstruct their lives educationally and socially.

Conclusion )

The concept of education has been discussed and it has been noted that the objectives of the
Natioral Policy on Education are vét to be realised gowng by the numerous problems that are still
confronting the Nigerian society generally. T herefore, the need for educational and social
reconstruction is seen.and the role of the library in heiping to bring about this transformation has been
mentioned.

However, going by what obtains presently in the sducational sector, one cannot fail to note
that before the library can contribute meaningfully to educational and social reconstruction it must be
reconstructed itseif. The state of most libraries in our nation is appalling theretore reconstruction of
the library can be done in 4 number of ways which include the foilowing:

(a) Government and school managers-must ensure that libraries are adequately funded to help
them make provision for more clients and current information instzad of the many obsolete
books that are presently found on library shelves. Provision must be made for new
information teciinology to be installed.

(b) Library administrators should ensure that whatever fund the library gets is put to judicious
use. They should endeavour to satisfy all categories of users thus acquiring information in all
spheres of iife. They should also encourage people to patronise the.iibrary through positive
dispesition towards library users. Through conspicuous display of resources hitherto
overlooked and some other ones the reading interest of library users can be stimulated.

{c) Establishment of more public libearies is also very necessary perhaps through private
pasticipation ef corporale organisations, or well to do indjviduals, This will make it possible
for more people 10 have access to the library, even at very lew charges.

Nevertheless, if the government makes more fund available to the library; library
administrators, do ali they can to stimulate the reading interest of the library clients and libraries
abound everywhere but peaple still remain lackadaisical in their artitude towards the use of library, the
library may not be: of much help in bringing about educational and social reconstruction. Therefore the
government and librarians must do (like some are already doing} everything possibie to educate or
sensitize the general populace about the benetits in using the library,

If the suggestions given above are taken, then the library would witness a radical
transformation whick will elp educational and sosial reconstruction,

[
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