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DEVELOPING THE LIBRARY TO MEET THE
CURRENT SPATE OF DEVELOPMENT IN
NIGERIAN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

MAKINDE 0.0. [MRS,]
CENTRE FOR GENERAL NIGERIAN STUDIES

LAGGS STATE UNIVERSITY, OJO

ABSTRACT

The paper examines the importance of the library to education by
amumerating its role and services which include educational, economic and socio-
political functions. It goes on to discuss the spate of educational development in the
contemporary Nigerian society showing that there is a high level of enrofment
figures. The writer observes that the growth i enrolment has not heen matched by
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- growth in the necessary infrastructures including (ibraries. The paper then goes on

o conclude on possible ways by which the library can be improved to mest the
vhallenges of the developing educational system, like expanding the fibrary
structurally, extending the library hours, establishing cybercafes on campuses and
encouraging private individuals and corporate bodies 1o participate in huilding
and maintaining libraries.

[ntroduction

The fact is that library is an important tooi for any form of deveiopment and
this cannot be overemphasised going by what various scholars have written. Nwalo
[2000] expiains that concept of library invelves four key factors which are information
sources. conducive accommodation, library users and professional personne! who
will acquire, organise and preserve the information materials to cater for the information
needs of various users. Similarly, Aguolu [1998] in Nwalo {2000] observes that iibrary
is a collection of records of human culture in diverse formats and languages. which
are being preserved, organised and interpreted to meet various needs of the human
race.

Quadri [1993] describes the library as the resource centre of any institution,
organisation or establishment, a depository of information consulted in order to expand
upon and znrich the work of individuals and bodies. Ekweozoh [1989] states the
various types of resources that can be found in the library, he defines the librarv as a
colfection of books, audio visual aids and other printed materiais properly organised
and used.

in talking about the usefulness of the library, Mabawonku [1976] says it is
useful for independent study as it is a place where one learns how to find cut and use
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the resources. Kalu [1986] is also of the opinion that time Spent reading in the library
is well spentand such transforms the reader into an informed and disciplined citizen,
Apart form playing educationa! and socio-political roles in the society, libraries are
also necessary for economic development as mentioned by tkem [1986].

The importance and relevance of library can be better appreciated in the
present dispensation that has witnessed an unprecedented increase in the enrolment
figures at alt fevels of education in Nigeria as well as in other developing nations. As

operate in theevenings during the week and on weekends, most of these students do
not have access to the library and its services. Since quality textbooks are hard to
come by, and many of the students do not attend lectures regularly, they depend on
notes and handouts given by ilecturers. Therefors assignments are hapha:zardlv done
and the quality of examination answers are paor. Ifour colleges and universities will
Aot continue to produce half-baked graduates, the reading culture must be revived in
our schools and the library must be seen as a repertoire and reservoir of resources for
educational development. The nead for the library to live up to expectation has even
become more compelling with the establishment of the Distance Learning Proeramme
in the Open University of Nigeria. -
Although the importance of the library to educational development cannot
be overemphasized, the extent of the importance of the tibrary cannot be visible

_ without mentiening the role and varioys services offered by the library.

Library and ifsservices

‘Accmiing to Ugwuanyi [ 19987, the generat roles of libraries in the educational
process include information dissemination, expanding the horizon of learning, aidine
in@ependent learning, serving recreational purpose, helping to deveiopmvalue;
amtudgs and appr‘climan.on and performing economic role, Esdaile [1985] enumerates
the various roles libraries play in the society as follows: preserving the recard of the
nations literature: giving society a sense of oneness and serving as the power house

. for the leadership of the society. He concludes that for a man to be worthy of his

freedom fie must make a right use of libraries,

‘ Othersewicgs include current awareness service, reprographic service, mobile
irbra.ry service and inter-library loans and exchanges. In order to perform its roles and
provide the services conveniently, the library provides conducive reading environment
in the form ofa building or part of a building ir a noise-free area that caomes with all
necessary equipment like fumniture, electronic gadgets like computer among others
Prorﬁtssxfsnal libeary staff in the persons of qualified librarians are also pmc\,fided tc;
acquire information by procuring relevant materials in various formats like print and

non-print formats. These professionals are also. responsible for organising these

m:a'teria;ls into various subject areas through the process of classification which helps
a iibrary user to get needed information without wasting time, They also make sure
thar the library materials are properly preserved. Thus through their various duties
they help the right reader to get the right book at the right time. ’
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Considering the importance or usefulness of these services mentionad above,
it may not be out of place to say that the tibrary is a learning resources centre, a
service institution whose aim is to enable the users make the most effective use ofits
resources and services [Oshundeyi, 1999] especially for educational develooment,

Spate of educationai development in contem porary Nigerian society

As mentioned earlier on, there has been an unprecedented increase in the
enrolment figures at all levels of education in Nigeria [lmogie 2000]. In the list of
tertiary institutions pubtished by NERDC in 2003 Diary, Nigeria is blessed with the
following:

| SN Types of Institution Number Total
{ i. | Federal Universitics 24
2. University centres e.g. Nigerian French 04
Village
3, State Universities 12
4, Private Universities 07 ;
3, Military University 01 18
6. Federal Polytechnics 18 j ‘
7. State Polytechnics ' 27 43
8. Federal Colleges of Education 2
0. State Colleges of Education 39 ;
[0. | Private Colleses of Fducation 05 | 53

Source: NERDC 2003 Diary

This aspect of growth in the educational sector has led to many universities
admitting more students for the various part-time programmes than for the reguiar
mode of study. Although this growth rate is high, the reason for it is not far fetched
from Imogie [2000] observation, which shows that Nigeria’s educational purpese aims
at creating a good society and good life for the citizens of the country. Therzfore
since individual Nigerian knows that he can be empowered through education, he
strives t0 get education at all cost even if it means combining it with other things, he
wants to be in an environment that will aliow him grow physically, mentally and
spiritually 50 as to have harmonious development within himself and with fellow
human beings [Dosunmu and Pemede, 2001 ],

it has been observed that education and development go hand in hand;
Rodeny in Dosunmu and Pemede, [2001] observes that development at the [evel of
individual implies increased skill and capacity: greater freedom, creativity, seifs
discipline, responsibility and material well-being, He further says that the achievement
of these aspects of personal development is connected with the state of the society
as awhole. This is also in fine with Nigeria’s educational purpose of good society and
good life for all citizens.
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Since education brings about individual and consequently societal
development sa wonder then that there is a great rush by individuals to be edycated.
However; despie this noble attempt on the part of Nigerian citizens to get formal
education, and the higher institutions willingness to get this ambitious candidates
admitted even €2 is on part-time basis, it can be observed that structurally various
governments {beth Federal and State] are not doing much to encourage educational
development. This could be seen in the fact that most higher institutions in Nigeria
still have the same structural facilities [lecture rooms, tibraries, laboratories, offices,
car parks etc] taday when they are admitting about three to four times the number of
students they used to admit about twenty, thirty or more years age when such hrigher
institutions wese established.

This mpieasant situation is taking necative toll on the products of these
institutions anddis is the reason for thinking about what can be done with the fibrary,
which is the backbone of any meaningful academic development in order to redeem
this ugly situatios. The British and American standards suggest a library with seating
space for at least 2% of the school’s total population at any given time [Fayose 1995]
but hardly will ase get an academic library which can sit 10% of the total population
of the parent insmution. This situation calls for urgent attention in order to empower
the iibrary for e challenges of the developing Nigerian educational system.

The ways by which the library can meet challenges of the present and the
tuture Going by e observation of Dosunmu and Pemede, [2001] that no nation can
develop beyond ker educational provisions just as no river rises above its level then
if there is zoing ® 5e conerete intellectuat development in the present day and future
Nigerian educatienal system, there must be 2 meaningful development of the library
to meet the information needs of the teeming population of students in Nigeria. The
challenges of deseloping the library to meet the current spate of development in
Nigerian educatioms! system will be met by commitment from government, corporate
bodies and individuals.

First. the government must ensure that more library extensions are put up in
those academic insttutions which already have libraries to cater for the initial projected
intake of students. These extensions will help to meet the demands braught about by
the increase in admission level. Every school should be compelled to have library
compiexes and ewensions may be in form of departmental fibraries where such do not
exist presently. These complexes and extensions should be able to cater for at least
twenty percent of the total population of the staff and students at any given time,

Then the government in conjunction with the school management must
ensure that at least 10% of the total of the school budget is spent in procuring the
necessary equismert and materials for the library as it will not make any sense having
library structure #at is almost empty or where needed information could not be got.

Inorderw cater for the part-time students, library hours should be extended
especially on Sanmdays when these students are more likely to have time to patronise
it. Library adminssrators should also ensure that they create pubiic awareness about
the benefits that ceuld acerue o library users in order to encourage students and
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others to use library facilities.

Also, school authoerity should find a way of establishing cyber cafes on
campuses in order to reduce the pressure on library and to ensure that more current
information get to various information users within the shortest possible time. These
cyber cafes could form part of the library extension.

Where possible, efforts should be made to provide lecturers with personal
computers where they can source information directly from the Internet, this too will
help to reduce the pressure on library facilities.

Also, public libraries in Nigeria should be given more attention by stacking
them with relevant materials, equipment and quatified library personnel so that they
can meet the information needs of the various categories of people in the society
including the needs of those part-time students who might be able to go into nearby
ones around their work places maybe during break time and at some other time. These
will also help those students who are preparing for one examination or the other but
who are not currently in school like those preparing for General Certificate of Education
and Joint Admission and Matriculation Examination. They will also help to meet the
needs of the students involved in-the Distance Learning Programmes of the Open
University who nmay not have access to academic libraries of the regular university
systerr.

Nigeria can also pay attention 0 one of the services of the public library,
which is not developed here in Nigeria. This service is mobile [ibrary service. [t invalves
making use of library vans to cater for the information nesds of those areas where
there are no libraries especially the rural areas.

Apart froin what government at various levels can do o help develop the
library, the private sector could also be encouraged to contribute to the development
of library in Nigeria. Corporate bedies and weli-to-do individuals could be encouraged
to build and maintain libraries even if it neans charging token fees. This wiil help to
reduce financiai pressure on the government and make it easier for the reading populace
to get needed information for academic purposes.

Other individuals too can heip contribute to the development of the library
even if they are not well-to-do if they can make a modest donation of at least a book
to the library or heip maintain those books they find in the library by imbibing good
library habits,

Another area through which library development can be achieved to meet
the present and future challenges of the reading population is to ensure that every
library has qualified competent staff that can operate various modern information
technology equipment and materials which should be provided in every library in
Nigeria of today, this will ensure that information found in various formats can be
stored and accessed in various Nigerian libraries instead of the current practice of
manually accessing information and depending mainly on those information stored in
print form,
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