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EDITORIAL

This issue of the Gatsway Library Journal features ten full length articles
spanning differant aspects of issues affecting the library and information
science profession. The authors came from different backgrounds rang-
ing from university libraries to the national fibrary.

The lead article is by Adubika who assessed the operational efficiency of
library application software in use in some Nigerian university libraries
with a view to assisting librarians in-determinig which software package
to adopt. In their own article, Ajayi and Akinnivi took a look at the impact
of the internet on book loans at Hezekiah Oluwasanmi Library, Obafemi
Awolowo University, lle-ife, while Mrs. Adebowale did a contents anaty-
sis of the "Lagos Journal of Library and information Science’ ~ the suc-
cessor tile to the ‘L agos Librarian’.

The issue of effective communication in staff administration in Nigerian
university libraries is the concern of Ebunuwele and Yaya. The article
explored the different means of staff communication and made some far
reaching recommendations. Osanivi and Clorunscla on their own part
nescribed 2 racent restrucluring exarcise carried out at the Library of
Redesmer's University and chafienged other university tibraries to
closely look into their systems with a view o re-invigorating their ser-
vices. Stiit on university librarias, Sanni mighiichted the shallenges and
prospects of Jeveloping swrong university .ibraries w1 Nigeria.

Oduwele and Okorie assessed the issue the millennium develdpment

goals (MDGs) and how it could be used in achieving the set goals. On |

her own part, Bosah studied the effects of mutilation of library matarials
using Delta State .University as a case study while Cjebode looked at

library funding and collection development in two Nigerian colleges of

education. Finally, Makinde took a didactic looX at the library connection
inthe liberation of Nigeria citizens from the scourge of ifliteracy.

Another interasting feature of this atition of GLJ is the significant pres-
ence of female professionals who made up 30% of the contributors. We
hoge that this trend will continue.

A. T. Agboola
Editer-in-Chief
zatagboolabidyaheo.com>
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LITERACY FOR THE LIBERATION OF THE NIGERIAN PEOPLE:
THE LIBRARY COMNECTION

Cmawunmi O. Makinde {Mrs.)
Fativ Ademola Akesode Library
Lagos State University, Cjo.
E-mail: wummymak@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT
oaner cbserves that current defimitions of literacy show that literacy is the
1 +of human development and it permeates alf aspects of iife. Thus for
anydng to grow proportionally in alf areas of knowledge needed: for human
develooment. one must be literate. The-paper goes on to show that the library is
an wmportant input needed to achieve the feat of human development which
includes human liberafion. Recommendations are made on what could be done

The

By individuals, families, organizations and governments at various levels to help -

people become literate, grow in literacy leve!l and become liberated from the
=3 0f various woes that plague the human sociely.

UCTION
s ihe de.m:hcns of various schelars iike Cyedefi (1987}

b 1 athers it nas heen chaersed oy Wa
: ,_,t nas Janr C‘uS lavais. ._guar’= \.ﬁ’ | aiso observes
IoreSsr of dteracy 18 2iast ic winen it comes 1o def.nlr‘g it. From :m'ﬂr,lf

baing the ability to read and write it has come to include the skill of
computing and other wide range of experiences that symbciize and
represent meanings through nonverbal communication and other skills.
Ezeokoli (2002) in discussing the scope of literacy states that literacy is
not static and it can be safely said that the conception and scope of
fiteracy grows with the advancement of technology. However, Otto and
Fard 'n Sguare (2008) expects that the skills imparted by literacy be used
as 00ls for obtaining information and expressing one’s own thoughts.

zids some oiher ax::eriences and oracasses in life like leaming,

z dent and saif reiiarn # aiso heips 0 taking ha
isien in various circumsiances and generally speaking, i neips
2o pake maaning of the werld

teracv <S ne ry for indi‘/t‘dual develcoment n

not emg 3bae I maks mMmeaning of Jres anvironman.
unt ‘r‘"cif death, uremcioyment brokan homes. cueression at
vanous levels and failures in different areas of life. This is in agreement
with Nyerere (1979) in Pemede (2008) who states that self-refiance is the

S community o ce
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basis for develooment which leads to grogress that impact on people’s
fives Such positive impact leads to n!beratmn from various uaneasant
situations and circumstances.

LITERACY AND LIBERATION

From this discussion on literacy, it is very ciear that there is a relationship
between literacy and liberation. 1t can also be deduced that if literacy aid
certain basic life experiences like learning, then it starts from childhood,
continues throughout life and paves the way for emerging iiteracies
{Ezeokoli, 2002).

At avery stage of life literacy heips the individual tc be freed from the
shackles of ignorance and its attendant woes. A child that is
knowledgeable about his environment knows what s acceptable and
unacceptable to some extent;, he reads about the feats of others before
him, seeks to attain their standard or surpass their achievements. Thus,
such a child grows up to be liberated rom the lower wrung of economic
and socizl ladder to be ameng the grzat achievers in his society.

Az an adujt, such an
SXIeN SOG by e mmount at hig disposal and i1s able 1o
arrive st taking logical decisicn most of tha imes sven if some of them fail
hirr seme of- the times. Through ilieracy, he is able to know and work
towards getting: good- empioyment which serves as a source of livehood
that will free him from poverty. Not only that, those who are liferate have
the opportunity to read and know about their environment, causes of

certain ilinesses and. diseases. Thus, such pecple try as much as-

possible to guard against or prevent such ailments and are therefore
freed from constant sickness and untimety death to a great extent. The
literate person also "knows his right as an individual in the family, an
employee. a member of a community and a citizen of a country. Thus, he
cannot be cheated or denied his right. Thersfore, such 3 persan has been
axposed o know the fruth that sats one Frze rom all-forms of coprassion.

Obuasi (2008) observes that peoole nead access to the government and
governance. Therefora, at societsl igvel thers is the need for every
ligerated frem vancus forms of oppression and

dendvation fike lask of info vl socinl amenitias ke good
mads, schosis, 3 ty B szood water supsly, employment
oppertunities among DIT‘E'"‘. Lacking hese or scme of them means the

soclety cannet function as it should, the result of which will be
underdevelopment or lack of any form of develepment. Such a condition
spells doom for the members of the community who will be wallowing in

"ra’-:e reasons well o a great
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aviect poverty and untimely death in certain cases. However it members
of such community are literatz. they will know what o do in other to
prevent, minimize or be totally liberated from the grip of the two great
evils of oppression and deprivation.

A nation that is being ruled by colonialists needs liberation from the
forsign intruders who are oppressors in most cases. A nation that is being
ruled by a tyrant who might be a citizen of such a nation also needs
fberation. There is need for a country to be liberated from corrupt
ieadership and those leaders who do not have understanding of what
they are doing and those who tend to tose focus. Those countries or
nations that have been subjected to the misfortune of being led by the
various groups of bad leadership have nationals who suffer the pangs of
hardship such as being downtrodden, fack of empleyment, being
underpaid, being unnecessarily incarcerated, lack of infrastructure and

social amenities, lack of maintenance and poor funding where some of .

these infrastructure and amenities already exist.

Howsver, the presence of literate cecple in soma o
eeit the saving grace. These literate ones will max
= tne avil 57 solonialism and zall for symsahy i m
natiens. For example in South Africa undar colonial rile, iiterate people
iike Nelson Mandela ameng others cried to the outside worid while they
also fought the colonial masters with all their might. In scme other
countries, the literate people will sensitize the masses to rise up and fight
against oppression through guerila wars having read about their
successes in other places.

asuntries has
2 world to

o}

At other times, war against leadership oppression had simply been won
through the pen, that is, varfcus literate people writing io criticize bad
leadership. There is the example of Nigeria during the erz of a military
junta. . “arious human rights. organizations consisting of litarate peopie
sensitized the masses to resist this self imposition 2n P2 zz5cle. .Such

2roips incilde  the  National Demceratic Coasiticn
\NADECQ) and Codua People’'s Congress (OFPC.

d maft for Emancipaticn of Niger Deifa (v
nvolved in these groups are certainly very literate.

Thus it is glaring that literacy is needed in order for one to be liberated as

Literacy ror The Liberation of the People 95

an individual. A community needs it .and it s alsoc needed for national
fiberation where oppression and corruption exist. However, it should be.
noted that the level of literacy determines the extent to which one can
make meaning out of one's environment. This in turn determines one's
height in life and the extent of being liberated from unpleasant and
unwanted circumstances. Therefore, there is need for individuals to be
lterate in other to progress in life. Communities and nations need literate
people in other to develop and take their places among leading
developed nations of the world. In order to achieve this, help is needed
from establishments that help to get people informed. :

MASS LITERACY EFFORTS IN NIGERIA
in appreciation of the fact that literacy which is part and parcel of

" education is needed for the emancipation of people of all races in the

world from the grips of various social, economic and paoiitical problems,
governments at various lavels in Nigeria introduced compulsory
education for the Migerian neople. It was introduced in Western Nigeria
as the Universal Primary Zducation (UPE) in 1852 and in Easterm Nigerta
& 1974 n Archunmclase 2001} while it was launched by
1878 {Bamisaye 1992 in Archunmolass

&

However, as there was the need to take computsory education to a higher
level, the Universal Basic Education (UBE) was launched cn 28th
September, 1999 by President Clusegun Obasanjo in Sokoto, Sckoto
State. This is an educational reform programme of the Nigerian
Government that provides free, compulsory and three years of junior
secondary education for all school-aged children in Nigeria. The three
components of the UBE programme are: early childhood care and
development education, six year primary education and three years of
J5S education (UBEC 2006), ) ’

Gaing by the levsls of sducaiien involved in the UBE programma. it is
very glaring that i#5 atenton is directed at the formative years of the
learner's perscnaiity development. Therefore, adequate management and
pecessary n-cuts imust be ensured in order for the programme to achisva
e desirsd 3 lierate people who. can. develop their
2 g 2 uaaful membars oftha o
who have been lbarated o varous shades of life problems. Fer this
acble geal w be achievea, te library which is the ‘heart beat' ‘rerve
centre’ and life wire’ of education cannot be left cut of the programme.

aniah; and

*
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TH': LIBRARY CONMECTION

It has bean mentionad that for individuals, communities and natlons to be
liberated from various unpleasant and unwanted circumstances in iife
which includes poor heailth, poverty, ignorance and some other
socio-economic problems, literacy is heeded. This is in agreement with
Street (2008) who states that literacy helps one to become more critical,
self aware and in control of hisfher destiny. Literacy, thus, brings
knowledge which comes through information. Therafore, for anyene fo
he well informad as an individual and for a community or nation to boast
of knowledgeabie populace that will aid development, there is the negd to
consuit the storehou}& of information, the powerhouse of intellectual
activities, which is the library.

There is nead for svery society to introduce its citizens to the use of
library and encourage them to sustain the habit of using the library. Little
children can be taken {0 school or public libraries where they can listen to
stories being read out to them, wafeh educative video clips and read

children's Sooks as thay Jrov.

2y the time ‘ihey‘ g.et ” v ingtitutions, the grown ups shoyld be able
‘i: Elv liciaseh icrary Indenendently and g2t the opiimum
enefits from 1 having r 2xpesed to the rsievant library sxills. This

Nl1| help tneir all round dsveopmeant in life as they will be altaining further
literacy, which will lead to lifelong literacy which i turn will pave way for
other emergmg literacies (Ezeokeli, 2002).

Such a person who is exposed to knowledge and wisdom and

understanding in aimost every sphere of life will be liberated from a fot of

misfortunes as he has information to prevent them, face them and solve

many life's problems and challenges. He thus moves on in life to

abundant bliss brougnt abeut by literacy.

A socciety that is sopulaisd by | uerate people is freed to a great extent
i i cression. Such groups of peop*e now thetr
uray, thay go on to chailenge various shades of
air rights and they get involved in craative
ire socisty mors comforiakle for aimost

[

svaryone.

However a ici ¢ z 220t be put in if the "‘eup e of i \Lgerzg are 1o be
iiberated from varicus zccnomic and socio-political problems through
iiteracy. Among other things, contributions involving provision of libraries
must be made by governments, communities, organisations and
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individuals. The following recommendations’ars therefore proterred.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Every family should endeavour t{o have a library of their own so that
children can be exposed to the world of hooks as early as possible in
arder to help build and sustain their fiteracy.

Government at varicus levels shouid site libraries in all communities
including the grassroots to expose people to information that will help
them to be liberated from their various problems. -

At present, mast public primary and secondary schecls in Nigeria with the
exception of Federal Government Colieges do not have librarias while
some schools at best have reading rooms without books and libraries. As
the Federal Government expend capital rescurces on teachers and
buildings for the UBE programme, working libraries with all the necessary -
human and matarials resources must be sitad in all the public primary and
secondary schcols if we must have qualitative sducation for the Migertan
masses Seginning from the formative years in vigw of the fact that the
library aids individual learning a lot. ‘

Mot only that, all academic mst;t‘ tions from arimary o t=rtiary level should
have libraries and the skills of using the library by way of library education
should be imparted to the users so that their literacy can grow and heip
them to take various useful decisions that will nefp them to prevent, face
and solve life's problems and misfortunes as they present themselves.

Individuals too must make concerted efforts to get literate by using the
infermation contained in libraries to enable them get very knowledgeable
about various opportunities and rights that wili enable them to be liberated
fram various woss like sickness, poverty and oppression amang cthers.

Alsc it will nct be out cf place for other croamizations. dke banks,
manufaciuring companies, ail companies and sar-e <ihar Sig companies
to stock information materiais about other fieids of iife apart from their
special colisctions s that thelr staff can read wicely and get mars
knowladosable dav-in-day cul 3¢ 38 o 8 o acuals and petter
workers who ara well informed to be liberated fom carsonal protlams
and weli arimad to face organizadonal shailen je: '

CONCLUSION °

From the foregomg discussion, it can be clearly seen that if individuals,

cammunities and nations are to be liberated fromh oppression of various
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types, there is need for literacy which aids information since irformaticn is
power (Olacfe, 1997} as it sets free from the Hounds of ignorance which is
the source of a lot of human problems. in fact, fiteracy can be said to bs
a source of gratification to mankind as it is nobie, rich. invaluable and it
can influence, control and change the various aspects of the life of an
individual ar a society {Qlacfe, 1897).

The library on its own part plays a great reie in making people
knowledgeable through the information it contains. Thus, it can be safely
concluded that fiteracy aids human liberation and the iibrary heips literacy
to grow thus helping liberation too, in fact. it is a cycle that goes on and
con-for the gooad of humanity. - .
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