Universily of Bolswana Afvican Conlerence on Primary/Basic Rdae
20006
BT TR N A
if npeammaRy
II-.

REALITY?

1 1" OCTORER 2006

URYIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA LIGIRARY AUDITORIUM

Talited hyy:

i . Alinsola, M., Mapalelo, 1, Mosoihwase. ML, & Boge, I,
ORGCANISED BV
THE DEPARTMENT OF PIIMARY EDUCATIC 3N

UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA

T T e

A

ACTHEVING UNIVERSAL BASICTRIMARY EDUCATION IN AR

3
5
1
-
i

I i AN
A

1 Lt-:-.w-u..' bl gl etmr s s

by [1ates 10 gel your free novalPDE Lite redistration Key
4 } : ;

YRS I RS COLLEGIUN

o L NTATTI R AL TR R s

adion,

[CA DN 2015 MYTI OnR

MACMILLAN



COPYRNGTH O Department of Primary Fdueation, kv sify of atewan (Jone, 2007

Al vights reseeved. Nopart of his publication may be reproduced o transmitied in any Jormn or by any

P msesing, electronic or mechanieal, foclinding plisdoeap vy, vecording or any oilier infirmstion storagEe amd
vetrievil sysdem, withioet permission in writing from 1he editors,
- - z

BREPARTMENT OF FRIMARY EBUCATION UNIVERSITY OF BOTSEWANA, PRIVATE BAG
OO, GARORONE, ROTSWANA,

i chdiie bo get your free novalPDE Lito reagistration key




i
i Ao e v

TABLE OF CONTENTS

VOLLIVIY |

Professor Vanga: Ackieving Universa) Primary/Basic Edueation in Africn in 2015 Mvth or Reality

—"Flie case ol Bolswant— e o

ma UL e 1=8

SUBTHEME 1 POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMEMTATION STRATRGY
ON BASIC EDUCATION

PHL THOMAS TUNDE, OLOFINTOYE: TOWARDS ERADICATING 11 LITERACY ANOMNG
MNIGERIAN CIRLDREN IN 2015: GUIDANCE NEEDS OF PARENTS-. -T7-13

- = USESAMIL B A (Mes) FURCTIOMAL PRIMARY TEACHER EDUCATH I POLICIES ISSURS

ANDYETEATEGIES FOR PREFPARATION AND AVAILABILITY OF TEACHERS
FONWARDS BASICEDUCATION IN NIGERIA ——— o 14 3

DI MODUPE A ADELABU: STRATEGIES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF URE
PROGRAMMES AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF NIC tERIAMS REFORM
P ] B R L SR R St saaet 3 AG

MARY OCHENG ~KAGOTRE: |5 VGANDA OB CTHE PAYTTLTO ATTAINING UMIVERSAT.-
PRIMARY EDUCATION BY TIHE YEAR 20157 - L
VEERLE DIELTIEMNS: AS LONG A% THE RAIH STILL FALLS WE MLST CULTIVATIE AFRICANIST

i VHALLENGES T0 LTRERA L BTN — e e — . et |

PIROYAONE KEBALEPILE: REALITIES AROUT PARENTAL INVOL VEMENT IN REMEYVTE

AREA SCHOOL IN THE GANTSI DISTRICT, BOTSWANA — e T5.K7

WUGTISTUS A ADEYINKA & JANE 1L ILOANYA: ACTUALISING THE PIHILOSOPHICAL
COMPOPMENT OF BOTSWANATS NATIONAL POLICY O EDUCATION
THROUGIT THE BASIC ERUCATION PROGE ADME-—— H3-858

AGNES BT MA LUK & RICANEM .-";N‘L‘b'.-'l.l\]."l. UWE (P GIRE CHI D ERHCATION N
AFRICA; ISSLIES AND CHALLEMGES—— — -- 8045

d. Ahinly Ademokoya: ACHIEVING U TVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION FOR THE
FIGERIAH DEARING-IMPAIRED CHIWLD THROUGH PROPER

POLICY FOCLIS - L = — - s BTk

Lok e 1o nel your free novalPDA7 Lite registration ke




ook here o i

mmmm“ﬁ R e N e TR e W = = o

VOLUME 2
Sub-tlenpe: I8

QUALITY CONTROLS ASSURANCE 1N A FHEVENG BASIC EDUCATION,

JOSEPHTHOR G MATSOGAS ASSESSING THE MO MERATICN OF THE FINAL EXAMINATION
RESULTS AS A QUALITY ASSURANCE [SSUE TN THGHER EDUCATTION: T 134
PUESWANA COLLEGES OF BEDUCATION 5249516

ADEGUN OLAJRE ADEOLA; QUALITY CONTROL: A PANACEA FOR LY TIAMIC

VMIVERSALBASIC EDUCATTON (1 HRE) PROGRAMMIE TN HIGER A 537542

MW BATLA: (UALTTY BEDUCATION IMPERATIVES FOIR INCLUSIVE BASIC EDLCATION:

RBHOVING BEYOME TTIE RUTORC " 543-552

BYRON A BROWN & SALOME SCIULAR: TEACHER MIGRATION AS A COMSIDERATION 14

FHE DELIVERY OF QUALITY EDUCATION IN SOUTHERHN AFRICA: A REVIEW 553.567

FOHUSO OKEBUKOLA: INTERFAC BETWEENM QUALITY ASSURANCES [ TEACHER

ERDUCATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF FHE LIBE, S6HH-575

ATBOLA, C. A PROBLEMS ARD PR PSPMECTTS OF USTHG MIGERIAM LANG FAGES A8 MEDA
OF IMSTRUCTIONS TN HEALTH EDLUK ATTON AT PRIMARY SCHOOL | EVEL IN

BHICHERA S76-582

OYIETADE, BEUNICE Mls ARITSE L OPWIONEL AT & IBRAINEEM, TUNDE LASISE: QUALITY
ARSURANCE OF ERUCATION THROUGH ENHAY ICED PRIMARY EDUCATION
PRAMGEAMME I MNIGER LA SRA-501

BESSONG, FIDELES BIAR; KOKO LR UL LT, BASSEY & ENY1, BASSEY INYANG: THE
MATHEMATICS TEACHER FACTOR N ACHIEVEMENT OF THE GOAL OF

LIFIVERSAL HASIC BERUCATION (LINEY SU2.508
CYMNTIIA, M. MITOZEY A Al ASSESSMENT QF THE LEVEL OF ASIE MANAGEMENT S L5
AMOMG SERIOWE MANAGESMENT TEARS (SMTS)Y IN PRIMARY SCITOOLS 1M

BEFTSW AT A e B

subefeme X CORE SUBYRCTS (MATHEMATICS, ENGLISIFFI N ALAMND MOTHIER T4 WML
IN EDUCATION

Hhynur g novalPE Lile registration key



e el e | L L L = T T e T T T T e I el T B e el | Wi g e S S el I o e e B S I O B o R o S Ly R eguegep) e p———— e T T T T R T T T T I T e . R R
4 [
[
. P L Ll e e T — Fet e Ty - e T T N T e L , =i
- -

I "

GOLEBANMANG GALKGAME: THE UISE OF OO FRREMCE ARD CORESION 10 GO WETLITOM
5 WETTTRC A RO 0TS WA A T ALY SO0 LIPS Gll-622

LLORIOUS BOLOKWE & GALEKCATLHE MATLAPENG: T ROLE OF CORE SURIE TS
BATTIEMATICS, ERGLISH AND MOTHER TOMGUE TO ACHIENE DASIC EDUCATICN (8
25 A CASE OF DOTSWARNM 623623

WOROUHA, GIDEON A & [TRCHA KALU: [MNSTR] FCTTION 1M MOTHER TONGUE, PLML
GEMDER AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT T PR IMIARY SCIRMCE G iy

GREGORY L KAMWENDO: LANGUAGH PLABINIMNG 1DEO0LOGIES 1M PRIMARY E1W ICATIONN
1M BOTSWANA AND MALAWE A COMPARATIVE STy, bdd-651

ADIETUNJ ARTOLA OLAOYE AND MK AKINSOLA: SUSTEMANCE OF OUALITATIVE
UMIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION VIA CLASSROOM IMTERACTION TN MATHEMATICS
A G32-00d
. A BANJO: TEACHERS® FERCEPTION ON THE LISE OFMOTHER TOMNGUE AS AN INSTRUMENT
OF COMMUMNICATION N PRIMA Y -SCHOOLS 1IN OGUN sTATE GO -670

MOKTRELO, B AND MOUMAKWA, .V CLASSIROONM CLAL JTMGES FACED BY EHOE
CHILDRERN 0 READIFE FHNGLISH TEX TS AT MOTSHEGALETAU PRIMARY SCHOOL,

67 1-681
KEEMES. O MONAKA: THE LANGUAGES OF 101 ICATION AND MARGINALEZED LANGUAGES M
BOTSWANA TOWARDS LINGUIESTIC PLUTLALTSA G520

POPOOLA | AGNES ABIODUN: AN ASSESSMENT OF THE MATHEMATICS CONTENT FOI THE
ACHIEVEMENT OF LINIVERSAL BASK EDUCATION [ MIGERIA, GO 1-690

DRDMAPOLELO AND ILRAY: UPGRADING BOTSWAHA PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS
MATHEMATICAL CONTENT AND PEDAGOGICAL KNOWLEDGE BY D ISTANCE
LEARNING PROGRAM: DOES IT LEAD TO QUALITY MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTION It

PRIMARY SCHOO1LS? 696718

MODSE MOSOTHWANIC: A SURVEY OF TEACHERS VIEWS ON THE TEACTTIMG AND
LEATRRIMG OF PRIMARY SCIEHCE M BOTSWANA ARND IMPLICATIONS FOR QUALITY
SCIENCE EDUCATHON INMSTRICTION Td-732

MES. MEERA CHANDRA & DIL KARITA ROSE: SCHTMOL FEACHIMG 1M JUNIOR
SECOMDARYSCHOO LS FERCRITIONS OF IN-SERVICE SCIEMCE TEACHERS TI3-T45

LAZARUS M, ML THE ROLE OF IMDIGEMOUS LAMGUAGES I ACHIEVING
PRIMARYBASIC EDUCATION TR SOUTTUER B ARRICA Tlh-T53

CHTMNIIMIL LUCAS OLUSEGUN, NANJWAN JOSTPHING DASEL, AND LB SYLVANUS:

xi

:l;_':;,.ht:.rc: 1o gel your free novalPDI: Lite registration ko y J

ke



e T R o

ey

l'éf_rh

CHILLRER WETH DISATILETIES AND SCHOGL SPORTS FARTICTEAN

TN N CROSS RIVER
z S EATE

Tod-T64

LEAY: SCIEMTIFWG UNDERSTANDINGS OF INSERVICE PEIMARY TEACHERS —~ A CASE STLNwY
OF FIRST YEAR BED (PRIMARY) STUDIEMITS AT THE UMHIVERSETY OF BOTSWANA T64-777

TIROVAONE KEBALEPILE: REALITIES AROUT PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN REMOTE Al EA fﬂk ~H~:~;¢.ﬂﬁ._
SCHOOL I THE GANTSTISTRICT, BOTSWANA TT8-786

OYEWUNME ADEBOME: UTILIZATION OF ASSISTIVE TRCHNO OGY DEVICES 1N BEDUCATIOR

THE TEARING IMPAIRED [N OY 0 STATE, MIGERLA TR0

ARINTUNDE,S.A: STRUCTURAL CHALLENGES TO THE EFFECTIVE DE IVERY OF LINIVERSAL
BASIC EDUCATION TN MIGEIEA TOR-B04

MOMDAY T, JOSHEA AN FIDELIS B OBG: CHALLENGES TO EVALUATH I LMY ERSAL
BASIE EVHRCATTHON PROCI AMME [N TGER LA BlE-813

ILLNENTY AND &, L LUSWETE ASSESSMENT FOR LEARMING LAFL): IMPLECATIONS O/ THE
ACHTEVEMENT OF TLE GOALS OF BASIC EDUCATION 1N AFRICA Ald-878

RLOMNIAN 1 JOSHUA, PETER L. AGBOREECIEM AND ISAAC OFEM URE: ACHIEVIRG
HIMIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION BY THE YEAR 2015 ASBESEMENT OF THE READIMNESS
OF SCTUOL SYSTEMS IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF MIGER IA H29-838

DRHNROLA, Bl AN ASSESEMENT OI IEACHING ABILITY OF BELEMENTARY SCIENCE .
TEACHERS IM UNIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION (UBE) FROGRAMME IN OGLIN STATE,
MIGER [A 39550

TELLA, ABEDEN: TEACHER VARIABLES AS PREDICTORS OF ACADEMIC AC HEVEMENT O

PRIMARY SCHOOL PUPILS MATVEMATICS S51-560
JOVWSTALL 00, AJTIRONY B TO WEHAT FFXTENT DO CLASSROOM TEACTHERS BERMEFIT FRROm

ACADEMIC RESEARCH OUTEOTS E ROM HIGHER INSTTITUTIONS TN AFRICAS

IMPLICA TICHS FOR QUALETY TEACHER EDUCATION PROGEAMMES Bhl-867
WL NENTY, o0, ADEROYIN, JOHN ODILL, AND T I MAJOR: PRINARY TEACTHER!

PERCEFTIOMNS OF CLASSROOM ASSESSMENMT PRACTICES AS MEANS OF

PIOVIDIFG QUALERY PRIMARY BDUCATION 13y 13 FISWARNA AND NIGERIAM BGE-RE2
i‘llllt!l{}N, (s BOTSWARMA PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACTIERS PERCEMTIONS ON THEE

IFRODUICTION OF CREATIVE AND PERPORMING ARTS (CAPAYL A CASE OF LOBATSE

TOWEL{URBAM) AMDTLOEWENG VILLAGE [(SEMI— LIRBAR) SCHOOLS, BH3-804
AL BGOIRE: IRCHING ALOMG: ERDUCATIORAL SURMIVAL IN SOLTH AFRICA -PARRT 1 RO95-4002

DELE GOVA D POVERTY LEVEL OF NICGERIANS: TS !'Ii:l;l-fti'l' (N THE IMPLEMEMTATION OF

xii

Hlj-;i{,- lixget your froe novalP Dl Lite ragistration key

L
oS

o

A W

v

e

=i
s

e o,

T

R

AR

o

AR e e i

o



¢ eflects on socio-economic development cannot he

0

EVFECTIVE REALISATION OV THE GOALS OF THE UNIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION
(UBE) PROGRAMME THROUGI NIGE AN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES

Makinde, Solomon Olanrewaju (14,13,
Departmont of Curriculn Sindies,
Fasully of Beucation,

Lagos State University, Ojo,

ALhgteaet

Advancement in education is one o) the cardinal goaly of nations Jor the citizens and the direct

overaated. This results in the arpument for the
universalition of education. For the beneficicries of any educational endeavour to benefit maximally from
ity programme, the language of instriction should be the one in which lecrne
facility to communicate effectively. No other language does it betier than the
paper thevefore explores the language factor in the effecti
Education programme.in Nigeria.

vy have the highest linguistic
learner's mother tongue,. This
ve realization of the goals of the Universal Basic

Tutradfnetinn

The Universal Basic Bducation which was launched on september 30, 1999 by President

Ulusegun Obasanjo at Sokoto provides lor co npulsory free Primary and Junior Secondary BEducation. It

also includes provision for deop-ouls from formal sthools, Adult Literncy programme and non-formal

Education for childven of the nomads in October, 2000 with 7 million pupils nation-wide, and it is expected
Mhat in e next eight years, 40 million literale Nigerians would have been produced, The Mass Literacy

Propramumne (MLEP) will produce 150,000 literate adults yearly in each state of the federation, Some fertiary
, nslintions have been listed to take care of the training of 30,000 teachers annually while 28,000

classrooms would be constructed yearly (Punch Lidirerial, 2000:8, July 10)

There is no doubt that education is the most effective weapon and the best strateay for promoting
eoad citizenship, reducing or eradicating poverty, acquiring skills for the recognition and exploitilion of
seientilic and technological opportunities around us as a nation.

Basie cducation means e provision of o mininim set of learning needs for an individual with the
aim of equipping him or her wilh such knowledge and skills that will enable him to develop to his fullest

ceapacity, derive maximum social, economic and enltural benefits as a member of the soiely and also
exercise his civic responsibilitics and dghts, Such an education should also empower him with the spirit of
Jnquiry, the desire for problem solving and sustained interest in living (FME & Y13, 1993:7)

Iasic cducation according to Garnly {19971 71-178) is the core-education which is designed (o

ot the pillar on which e rest of education ladder rests. For Frewre (1972} in Salawa (2000:3) basic

- edueation s designed to teach the pupils litersey skills (ability to read and write) and numerney skills

 (ability to manipulate figures) and promote conscientisation,

Literaey has been defined by Obanya (1999:404) as the ability to read and write with

unCerstanding a simple stalement (in ones own languapgs) related to one’s daily life and also include (he
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ability to count and do simple calenlations (or basic arithmetic skills), Mowew

Frecent coneeplions of

lilerdey have incorporaled memings sucloas: the ability to listen o audio-bonls locating and compsting

virions lormes of formarion from e nterne imaking meaning of the world, making inference aboul 1exis

read, vate of reading and aceuracy of spelling as well 45 accessing information on computer and performing

CD-ROM (Bzeokoli, 2000:4)

ILcould be seen [rom the fore-poing that wiversalising education will empower MNigerians o
effectively ]urlum.lh md confribute more meaningfully o a plobal envivomment that has nere asingly
become knowledg: consclons tn recent tmes. Whatever the

meaning we might attach Lo literncy,
languagre 15 4 l-I'IIl.-'I.'.l aned an indispensable factor,

The Language Factor and the UBE

The language provisions in the National Policy on Education (1997) revised in (1981}, (1998) and
(20014} are that the medium of instruction at he pre-primary school and e frst three years ol prinnary
ciducation shoutd be the mother tonpue (MDY or the fanpuage of the inunmediate Llrll'll;l.'lll.il.l':} (I3, o thas
at the Junior Se u:ndm sichool level, every Higerian child is expected (o leam a Niperian lanpuape apart

from big or hee MY or LIC, Alsa, al 1!1-;‘ senior Secondury School level, cach student is expected 1o take a
Miperian laguase in 1!1;: S5CH.

Thal tanguage plays two different roles in eduention: m instructional area {a subject) and also the
media of instruction have been expressed by Falunwa et al (1989), The potency of Nigerian languages in
teaching science, technology und relaled subjects has been empirically supported, (Fafonwa, and Macmule By
and Sokoya 1989, Olarewaju 1988, Olarewnju and Akmwunmi 1988, Olarewaju 1991 and Olarewajn &

Jimoh 1995, Makinde-and Olabode 2006) to menlion just 2 few, Uorlier, Lewis (19621 has been cited by
Omolewn (1975:107) a5 saying that;

MNative tongue is fmmensely move vitel that it is one of the chief means of
preserving whatever iy good in Native customs, ideas and ideals.. . All people
have Inherent righi to thelr own personality, however primitive they may he

No greater nfustice con be committed againgt a peaple than o' deprive themn
af their own langage.

To deny the Nigedan child the opporhonity of receiving education in the languapge in which he has

the highest linguistic feility o communicale is o deny him of creativily, inventiveness, the effective

i
exploralion ol his eovironmend, all amonoting 1o alicoatiog him from his ancestral cultures,

Furthermore, it is highly essential Ut Nigerian languages should be given the pride of place they
deserve in the present UBLE progrimme, The provision in the National Policy on Bducation thal encourages
a Nigerian child to master one of the major Higerian langnages aparl from his mother tongue should be

property and systematically pursued lor the yromotion of unity and acecleration of nation building {Alimed
1983:72)

Lanpuage aceording 1o Bampboze (19949:1) nol only serves as a means of communication and seli-
expression, it also “nmkes co-operative effoul and joinl action possible™ Tt no doubt makes possible social

Q5k
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social development Lanpgusge aceording lo Gomwalk (2000:102) also serves as a weapon of
mobilisation at (he levels of fimilies, cdoeational institutions, professional associntions, peliginns
organmsations, youth and stadent organisations, political pariies fo menlion just o few,

NaisEs

I ncddition, the use of indipenons anpuapes as media of instmction will [rommote the languapes
Lot at honne and abraad, It is erroneons o think at the English knpguage is superior to Bigernan
lingnages. According to Baugh (1951 in Ahmed (1983:69), the rise of English inguage began from the
second hall of the eighteenth century and Lefore then, nplish intellectuals even generally believed (hat
therr tengue (Luplish) unlile Latin, was not sdequate enough tor intellectnl and formal disconrse

There 15 therelore the need to de-colonise the entive educationl system in Nigeria. Many nallons
like Guines recopnive some of the pative languages (Fuifode, Malinke, Sust) a5 nalional lanpuages and are
being used as media of instruction from the primary to the secondary school levels; Tanzania has the
Raswalili {un indigenous languape) as her olfcial lanpuage and it is also used us the medivm of instriction
for both printary unid secondary levels of education, Olher conntries where reeognilion las been given (o
thegr nudigenous languages as oflicial langrape and media of instruction include Russia {Slapiro, 1977
Finkand and Israel (Tlanphen, 1972:104),

N T P el e g S
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To make the curricula more accessitie and move relevant to the learners and the teachers, e nze
of Nigerian languapes as media of instruction is e answer. As the teachers will be proficient in he
lanpuinges, e learners will learn better amd faster becanse the langunge is cither their mother tongne or a
widely spoken one in their immediate community. An added advantage is the promotion of indigenous
i i - literney fexts which will also be of benefit to the nation economically, politicaily and eulturally,

i

i It is desiable to note that many sciznce educators in Miperia are now ackoowledging the fact thal
S Nigeria’s scientific und techmological development is dependent on acquiring and applying the lechnigques
of science by the use of indigenous lanpuages in our schools (Akhilomen, 1991:13 in Matemiloly
(1999:29). The truth is even laid bare in the abservation of Aderounmu (1990: 61} in Malemilola (1999:30)

BEE that the best seientists in the world come from countries where (he motler longues are the media of
i instruction in their schools. Such countries according (o him include Russia, Switeerland, Japan, China,

; India and Germany. :
In consonanee with the provizion of the Mational Policy on Education (2004), indigenous
A languages should be made the medium of instroction for the mass literacy or adull literacy programme
while other relevant lanpuages may be taupat as subjects. It is also necessury that liteeacy nesds be peared
K toea leamers himmediate interest and occupation in order (0 make it functional and this can he suceessfully

dome i the laingueage of the lesmer or that in which he has highest level of proficiency.

] Olabimtan (19492) in Oderinde (1998:6) has expressed his dissatisfiction with the policy of
S tedching 6-11+ years olds in the LIC for only the first three years and he wanted the Migerion langunges
i experts who were challenged by him to produce adequate texts in the languages and to teach such subjects
as Mathematics, Social Studies, Elementary Seience/Inteprated Science, Culiural Arts, Health and Physical
I'raining, Agricultural Science, and Home leonomics i consonanee with the footsteps of Tfe 6 vears
K project.
T

Cne is nol unaware of the fact that Migeria is faced with problems such as multiplicity of local
lmpuages, multi-ethnie and multicnlural situation’ n wrban areas; the official status of Nigerian lanpuagpes;
back of human and material resources and the high cost of educating in Migerian mdipenous langunges
(Obaya, 199%:A477478). The aumber of languages spoken in Nigeria has been put at five hundred and
thirteen (513) by Bamgbose (1992:3) in Kasemani (2000:157) and Lilea ( 1994:10)

[’ spite of the enumerated problems the povermnent as well as Nigerian lanpuage experts slionuhl

give the issue of indigenising education in Miperia the urgeney it deserves. Other Experts i various Nelds

9549
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whose MTs are Migerian lanpiapes should 1lso be ready o support this noble e For the VIR 1o
effeciivily ::rhim:u the desired poals, the heneficiaries must be educated in the MT or LIC even-for the 6
years in primary school and the 3 years of the Junior Seeomlacy Schaol. lowever, Enplish lanpuape
shonld be handled by experts and effectively taught for the role it plays as the officiul lainpuage of wider
mnunu_njt:uliun s well as medinm of nstrachion in schoals, English lanpuage and olher foreipn lunpuages

should be taoght as subjects especially foc imternationn] relalions aud co-operalion,

© Expected Role of the Nigevian Languages® Teachers

Lzeakoli (2000:6-12) has identified five areas of teacher-role in any lilerey propramme for e

- lwoguape teacher and these are:

Molivating the leamers and encouraging them to have positive attimde Lo literacy,
Adopting mformal approaches and melods in literacy education like the whole lanpuape
approgch,

+ Lstablishing lterature circles whers leamers can intersct and share meanings and understanding of
texls read ar listened to topether,
Collaboration with colleagues for sharing of professional knowledge and insipht and
livvalving the homes of the leamers by advising on family literacy activities and CIEOWIAL ing
parents to provide sdequate lleracy materials at home,

Apart from the above, teachers are expected 1o keep abireast of innovations and developments in
their languages of study by atlending and part icipating in leamned workshops and conferences. These are
days of cassettes and edueationn] computer sofitware and of photography. The materials should be
procured and exploited for teaching and learning of Nigerian languages, Teachers of Migerian lanmupes
should be ready to serve as resource persons in translation of science and technology textual materials inlo

o dheir languapes of specialisation. They should also he prepared to assist speakers of undeveloped

languages 1o pet them reduced into Wriling.

Sugrestions towards Achieving the Objectives of the UBE
i Filuweating the Nigrerian Langvige Teacher

Considering the recent meanings atta-hed 1o lileracy, it is no donbt a necessity that the existing
programine for lainguage teaching botl in e NCE and undergraduate levels are reviewed (o meet the
challenges of the day.

The Nigerian languape students who will eventually be teachers in the UBE scheme and in the
century must have their knowledge broadensd with the ability 1o produce audio books fur teaching
specilic aspects of Migerian languages: possession of lilerney in e ares of internet landling; having
aceess o the computer and its sofllwares; computerising the study of Nigerian languages as well as
“becoming their. own resource persons, their own media men and their own improvisators™ (Shuaib,
1984:17)

#4 by

There is no doubt that Nigerian schools are short of compelent personnel in terms of teachers wand
curricalum experts in the ares of Nigerian langnages. Teachers would be needed to teach Miperian

Lol
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lngisges w8 Ly and a8 1, Primary school tenchers In s wrbon areas would have 1o be retrained 10 LIC in
pvcker to Be alile to use the Tanpuage inogquestion as medinm of nstroetion.

®

More experts are needed Lo redoce other lanpoages o wreiting, aod more importantly, i we are
to realise the dream of teaching all subjects in (he Primary and Junior Secondary Schools in Nigerian
laspiapes, many anslators wost e produced 1o translate the wxs from Boglish, French ele into the
alfected Nigeriom laneuages,

This conld be realised in no distant period of Hme (Cthe leacher education progeamme is reviewsl
to make it possible for any shudent to combine a Nigerian nguage with o teaching subject. Carrendly,
some Collepes of Uducation (like Anambrm State Collepe of Bducation, Msupbe) allow shudends Lo
combing any of (e Miperian languapes with their science-leaching subjecls (Adesuyan, 1999:45), In
addition, courses in trunslation skills should be included in the teacher education programme. More
teachers are also needed [o teach the beneliciaries of the adull lermey programme as well as the children
of nomads and lshermen in Migerion languages. The programme for educating the Migperian longunges’
teachers must also lale into account the moderm approaclies 1o teaching and learming not only at the level
al 1y but also al the Ly as well

i, Chedee of Langwage for Mediun of Tnsteiction

AL the loeal povernment bevel whers more than one Migerian lanpuage exist, the people must be
allowed 1o decide which of the indipenous lanpuages wonld be used as mediun of msiroction in their
sehools from the pro-primary Lo post-primary levels, Aoy languape chosen must be the hinguage of wider
communicadion (WO This should be done at the state and at the regional levels. The major aim here 15
to ensure thal the Migerian child receives his educaion in the binguage in which he has the highest
fireuistic facilily Lo communicate. 1t may be contended Mt such arrangements might pose problems for
civil servants and their children who are tronsterred from one part of the country to another. "This writer
Believes that there is solution Lo thal. As it is done in coundries like Japan, Russia, Amenca and many
piber advanced coundries, languaee proficiency courses of six 10 nine months duration should be organised
fon sucly civil servants, while heir children should be allowed to complete their education where
instruction 15 piven in (heir mother tongues, 115 also emphasised tat the fiest three years of primary
eelucation should not be the limit for e vse of the motler tonpue medivm of insteuetion. [t should be
extended to cover the period of the UBE programme {(priniary to JSS and Me adukt literacy programme),
Policy malters should begin (o look bevond the 155, Tt should be extended (o the tertiary levels.

il Estaldishutent of a Monitoving Body

In order to make the objectives of the UBLE realisable, an effective monitoring unit should be
established in the Tnspectorate Division ol the Ministries of Bdueation at the Federsl, Siate md Local
Government levels to ensave that schools () rivate and public) comply with the languages provisions of the
Matiomal Policy on I"_Lhtn.'::&rtull (2004).

i Carteying out o Conprefensive Suevep on Nigerian Langudages

The various tiers of governient should carry ond o comprehensive survey ol mdipenons laneuspes
within herr owndaries indicating the mimber of spealeers of such langoapes, those already developed,
those undeveloped; stutus of the developed ones, and an wp-to-date bibliograply of the literature of those
linennges, For instanes, o survey carried out Iy Udoh (20033 reveals that there ars about 119 lanpuages
spoken 123 Local Government Areas ol the South-South Zone in Nigeria. Such a survey will facilifale
e production of orthographies, prammars, dictionaries literary and other reference materials as well as
oy lnngruagpe tools [or every spoken lanpuage.

1, Extablichment of Nigerian Langnoges” Villages
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Like e Prench and Arabic villages, Nigerisn lnponges deserve the establishment of their own

villages where Ly learners could po for acenltoration. Tunior Secondar v School Students could be made 1o
g there for a three-week acoulturation prog rammae.

Concfusion

Il 15 evident thal many people are skeptical about the suceess of (e URE considering the failores
that had attended such Tnudable progrommes in the pasl, The Federal and State Government must he ready
to pive e [ollest suppoct to the progeomme. For e primary schools, il will be betler (o clearky deline the
povernment thal would be responsible for recruitment of teachers as well as payment of teachers' salaries.
A stlualion whereby teachers” salaries rema nunpaid for months thereby resulting iy strike actions would

not angur well for he programme,

Adeqguate infrastructure must be provided from time to time to cater {or the teeming population, lo
s regard, classrooms, hostels (where applicable), laboratories and workshops must be put in place. Tle
government should also look ahead and ma'te adequate provision for those whio will go beyond the scope ol
he UBL into the 55 schools and other terliary institutions. 1L will be expedient if implementation and
monitorng biddies are set up as carlier indicated having men of prohity
Mrat wonld ensure the successiul implementation of this propromme.

members as part of the stratepics

The federai povernment should b ready 1o spend and be spent considering the trutl in the words
of the Vice-President, Atika Abubakar (2000:27), (hos:

BNo amount of money spent o the edocittion of our youths, who are the future leaders of the country, is
too el without a solid educational foundation, no country will be adequately prepared to face the

complex challenges of the future,
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