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ABSTRACT

the paper examines e Nigeriar: rich culral heritage with js potential for
Work and natione] development, The

paper decries the preseny Practice among
their culture iy Preference for alie dhors traced the Hetlten's

mability (o develop and Erow ecoromically and tndustrially to elements of these Strange cuftugl
Practices that are afien o their way of life and recommended that for 1he nation 1o progress and fdee

develop, a concered effort should be made o introduce cultural education gs g subject it ihe
Curriculim.

Promoling honesty, hed
the citizens i discarding

INTRODUCTION

Nigeria is one of the most diversified nations in the world. It is estimated that the country has over twy
hundred and fiity, ethnic Eroups. ‘The country is alsg characterized by diverse climate. vegetation,
opography, and agriculiural Praciices among others, Expectedly, these diversities reflect i practices,
value systems and| beliefs which ranslate into diverse cultural practices. Consequently, the country s
made up of many hationalities; A nation that historically showcase varieties of rich cultural heritage iy
food, music. dresses, drama, poctry. religion and language. QOur forbearers undersiood these diversitias
clearly and thus sang in the national anthem “though tribe and longue may differ. in brotherhood we

stand”. A prompt ane carly reminder that though we may be different in sp many ways, v

VE remiiin as one
committed to ope nation.

Culture denotes different meanings to different people. However, the Longman New Dictionary of
Ccmtcmporury E::g‘ish, (2009) defines culture as the beljefs, way of life, art and custons that are shared
and accepted by Pevple in a particular society. Biobaky (1982), opines that culture is thar complex whole
which includes ]LrtCI'W.JDLJgG. belief and moral, law. custom and anv other abilities acquired by man, |

encompasses those Conventional understanding and practices which give a people their uniqueness and
thus render such a People distinet from a others

Omo-Ojugo, Ibhafidon and Orote (2009), regret that these culturgl diversities have not heen positively
harnessed for national development, rather 10 a large extent these rich and cherished cultyra values haye
witnessed cultura| seper-imposition. With the €xception of a very few, mosi Nigerians now think and aut
as the white man, N izerians have been assimilated culturally into western culture. The manifestatio ns of
these are seen in their dresses, music. food. language, religion, value system and in 50 many ot

The cultural lransmission of this alien culture permeates Every aspect of their lives

L<h)
%m:gﬁwm%mggggrgqsmime
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That the Migerian cultural heritage has witnessed a serious decay is no
heritage has been supplanted by foreign and alien cultural
question now is how did the country get to this point?

The late musical maestro Fela, in his hit track “Folofolo™ sang;

longer pews. The Nigerian cultural
practices in vinunll[_v every aspect of life, The

My brother make you no Jollow book ol
nake you look am 80 your way

Education is a powerful instrument. The Whiteman came and gave western education. | was embraced
without any serious reservations and questions.

According to Babs Fafumwa (1976), those that were
exposed to this form of education became alienated to their culture. They ate, spoke, sang, danced, and
did virtually everything the Whiteman’s way,

This is considered to have been g big mistake and
contribuied to the cultural decadence in the country. This is because: as more and more of the citizens
acquired western education they became alienated to the culture. One will argue whether other countries

of the world (such as the Asians) did not embrace western. education. [They did, but with s0me
reservations, For instance, the orjent world consciously did not supplant their language with English or
French. They ensured that their cultural practices were preserved. Today countries in that part of the
world have their religion, music, arts, language, drama eic intact and high Ly ap'pn.-a:iatcd by her citizens.
Another important cause of cultural decadence in Nigeria is the uncontrolled exposure of the people to
western cultures even before the advent of the internet, a technological innovation through which citizens
have unfettered access to weslern musie, drama, films, food and goods including “the ugly and the bad™.
In addition to this is the fact that people who practise and display the western culture are seen aml
regarded as civilized citizens. Thig has triggered off an uncontroflable thirst for western culture, The
result is that today Nigeria is now an appendage of Europe and America culturally,

The political elites practised and displayed western civilization and cultures; the followers who look unto
them for leadership and direction have no option but to imitate them_ Thus, internalizing the belief that i

a product is not from Europe, United States of America, Japan or outside the country, it is inferior and no

good enough for consumption. Today it has become fashionable in Nigeria 1o speak the English or French
language |, consume foreign goods (including food and dressing), practise foreign religion ( Christianity

&1
and Islam), watch foreign films. and dance to foreign music as against local ones.

Can it then be said that everything about Nigerian culture s really bad? Must we throw away the baby
and the water? To most people outside the shores of this cauntry, Nigerian culture is indeed something 1o
be cherished. Take for instance the beautiful songs and dances, the wonderful. entertaining and educative
dramas that have won fame worldwide, the beautiful and flowing dresses that have become the envy of
most foreigners, just to mention 3 few. An appraisal of the salutation scens ( greeting) of the average
Hausa, Ibos or Yorubas and indeed any Nigerian ethnic group portrays a scene o behold and cheris)y. The
greeting process goes beyond the mere wishes of 4 good morming, afternoon or evening. It is deep-rooted
and radiates love. It flows from the inner recess of the two parties involved. Furthermore. it seeks afier the
well-being of relations, friends and well-wishers. It is not a formality but a ritual that must he performed

with civility, courtesy, respect and ceremony. Through the greeting process, one immediately recounizes
the elder(s) among them.

Migerians, it would appear have exchanged their cultures w
¢lders and constituted authority,
faimess, high moral standa

hich encapsulate such values as respect far
excellence, hard work, communal cooperativeness. honesty. truth fulness,
d. and good name among others for other cultures which do ot place much

141
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Premium on African valye Systems. Cultures that tend to Cncourage preed, avarice, sellishness,
subservience, | before others® and a host of othey foreign practices which offend the typical Nigerian
psych.

Western culture i the name of modernization, urbanizatjon, civilization and fashion has brought a lot of
changes in tlje Nigerian cultural seenz. For instance the mode of dressing of the Youths is one af syey
changes thap insult the collective psych of the average Nigerian, I the name of fashion, many Nigerians
especially the vouths virtually walk the streets naked with little or ng Concerted efforts being made 1,
arrest the ugly trengd, Equally offensive to those that cherish the beautifiy] culture of Nigeria is the cultura

mindset of the Youths that everything Nigeria js ot good, it is inferior and primitive, unless it is from
outside the shores of the country, Today, Nigerians are better Christians and Muslims thap the white map
who introduced 'Chr.lstianilj,I to themn. Most Nigerians speak the white man’s language better thap their
mother tongue,

The cultural Practices with jis values have b

: - Time it was that ane
misplaces oney belongings and then comes back and meets it. Time
fellow citizens ey

€ it was that You get the truth fron
en withoyy swearing to any deity but today political office holders swear by the holy
Bible and the holy Koran Y€t 20 ahead and steg] billions of naira belonging to the state and wall; the
streets gs if nuthing has happened. Ne wonder a fijend of mine once suggested that Nigerians
make political offjce holders to swear (o their deity before assumption of
could stem the tide of public treasury looting in the Jand.

should
office. This, aceording to hin,

The question 1hat necds to be answered now is where did this cultural assault begin? Walter Rodney
(1976), in his Powerful prose titled ‘How Europe Underdcvehped Africa’ X-rayed the economi:
exploitation of the inent of Afri i

\ ent did not do much tg challenge
the situation and the economic exploitation has been widened to include cultural assault and annihilaticy:
an issue that the famous

Nigerian author, Chinua Achebe wrote in his equally famous poyel Things Fall
Apart”. In that novel he noted that the

Whiterian wes VeIV crafiy, ke came and PUL a Knife gn (he things
thet held gy logether ard we gy JSallen apare

Today the Nigeria cultur| heritage is in tatters. It is in ruins, y has been assaulted and torn apar,
Nigerians and ethical practices
It has been argued that the cukyrg] decadence in Nigeria may
many unethical practices that permeate the country. Nduka {2
academy of education observed that

Nigerions exiibis deplorable ethical attitudes iy

aned riofos be-!miurmr ar public places, recklessness and laef; of courtesy on pur roads, lach of
respect for faw aipd order, avarice and greed, excessiye miaterialism, cheating and explotation,
MISAppropriation tnd embezzlemeny of public Sunds, electorar Jrauds, to mentipn bust o fop
which “hitherto wepe alien to Nigerians have now become our trade mark®,

indeed be one of the major reasons for the
004), in a key note address to the Nigerian

virtually every aspect of our life, Scrambiing

All these. no doubt g the causes of Nigeria’s inability 1o develop. For withou any doubi w

these factors are inimical| (o zrowth and development, | js true that cultural valyes are not

ransmitted rather jt is the duty of the school to Systematically transmi

Beneralion o another, We should look on to the
|

hatsaever,
genetically
the societal euly ure from one
schools in this direction for according to Nduka (2004),

R
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though our value sysiem, has reacked o crises proportion, it is the Jirm beffc:.r of the Nigerian
Academy of Education, that the hest liope of rescuing ourselves Jrom ethical shipwreck and
enabling the Nigerian developmenial ship of state suil smoothiy and confidently on the faigly
seas is a revamped system of education.

This is moresc, when one considers education in the words of Babalol

development in which liberation of the human potentials formed the
induction of the immature into & society’s culture.

a (20071, as an aspect of national
major focus. 1t is an avenue for the

In the past, measures were put in
of these measures include annual cultural festivals, hosting of 1
(FESTAC 77), cultural displays at national and state ceremoni
among others. Another major effort w
Handicraft, music and cultyral

place by the government of Nigeria to create a cultural awareness. Spime

he all African festival of Arts and Culture
8, creating a Ministry of Arts and Culture
as the introduction of cultural and creative Art {(drawing,
activities) in the school system (primary to junior secondary school),

Nigeria is in the process of national re-construction It
background to a meaningful national reconstruction,

necessarily begin with education. This is 50, since educa
and cultural and humanistic knowledge on the basis of which Nigeria will be transformed into
sociely that adequately satisfies not only the material needs of the peaple but
cultural needs (National Forum for Policy Development, 2007). Secondly,

Forum in April 2000, education has been perceived as an nspect of natic
liberation of the human potential formed the major focus. Consequently, education according to Babalola
(2007}, is the induction of the immature into the society’s culture. It is the acquisition of knowledge,
skills, attitudes and cultural values. Equally, Leester (1987), in Babalola ( 2007-5) stated that Education is
the:

Is considered that since education is the
it becomes imperative that such effort musl
tion produces advanced scientific, technological
a humane
also the moral and socio.-
since the World Education
nal development in which

Culture which each feneration gives (o those who
are fo be its successors in other to qualify them for
af least keeping up, and if possible for raising the
level of improvement which has been atiained

The National Policy on Education (2004), states that
as a means of promoting social interaction, national ¢

has identified the national educational goals to include the inculeation of national consciousness ang
national unity, the inculcation of the right type of values and attitudes for the survival of the individual
and the Nigerian society among others. These lofty statements of the national strategies for repositionin I
cultural education for national development in the national policy on education not withstanding, the
transmission of our culture has been largely ineffective. This is noticed in Nigeria youths® preference for
foreign made goods, cultural practices and beliefs that if the commodity is not made in the West it is not
good enough for them. Consequently, the youths who are the leaders of tomorrow
goods, music, drama, dressing, language and other cherished values. If this trend
unchecked, the future of the country in the next few years may experience cultural
way out of this debacle? What are the strategies that must
awareness end practices are attained in Nigeria?

government appreciates the importance of language
ohesion; and preserving cultures. Earlier, the policy

shun our locally made
is allowed to continue
extinction. What is the
be put in place to see that the much cultural

Strategies for repositioning cultural education in Ni
Babalola®s (2007), declaration that education is
a fact that can

geria for national development

the induction of the immature into the stciety’s cullure is
not be faulted. This declaration becomes more relevant when education is viewed as the
transmission of culture. In line with this thinking. one cannot but agree with Nduka (2004), that the besi
way of rescuing ourselves from ethical shipwreck and enable the Nigerian development ship of state sail

%s%wm- N‘M_—HET%-EJI
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smoothly ang confidently is a reva Consequumly, it is the firm conviction of
the authors that culural education in Nigeria must he given all the desired atlention and j; must go beyond
rhetoric 1o be efTective. This is More 50 now that the country is eXperiencing a national restructiuring,
Presently, the school curric phasis on cultyra education, A critical view of
the subjects that have cultural elements revealed that they are not detailed enough in bath seope and
content as to promote gw i

ation and practices. Iy is our belief that for
education to promote cultural Swareness, appreciation and Practices, these subjects should haye their
seope widened to accommodate more ¢ iss § in these subjects should be made
both theoretical ang practical. Co among others, the tollowing: historiey] aspects of
the various Migerian major ethnic iti
comparative study of the culturs
Increased utilization of Nj

nped system of education,

of Nigeria;
cultures and fir ally,
ing, food and made in Nigeria goods,

Furthermore, general courses and ¢
of learn ing (colleges of education
compulsory for a] students. Stud
before graduating. The courses s
heritage of the country and with s

introduced in higher instituiions
> polytechnic, universitics, monotechnics). This coure should be made

¢nls must not only be required to take these courses but must pass it
hould be concerned with the objectives and conten of the rich cybiural
pecial emphasis op tomparative study and appreciation,

Closely related (o the above, the national
appreciation of (h
cOomparative study

youth service Programme should emphasige
¢ cultural practice of the host state. Each yout

of the culture in his area of primary assignment,

the learning ang
h corper should pe able 10 do a

In order to promote cultural
mvolve the use of storviellin
virtues replete jn our cultures,

values, the mode of teaching especially at

the junior school level should
g method. Storytelling has the additional

advantage of Fromoting maora]

Finally it is the firm belief that (he indigenous languages which are being relegated 1o the backg
should be revisite with a view 10 encouraging thejr usage. Nigeria should b
mational language different from the English language currently in use. The choice of a national language
could emanate fiom some of the major indigenous languages. The parameter of choice could pe o
identify the mosl widely spoken and developed indigenous language. Ap indigenous lingual fianca
developed through this process will

nging as well as Promote unity, all
ot which are esse; thial ingredien -

round
¢ bold enough to evalye a

give all Nigerians a senise of belo
ts for national development,

CONCLUSION

Attempt has been jnade 1o identify the relationship between Nigerians preference for foreign cultures and
the unethical pracijce that are inimical 1o national development and growth. This ethical disorie
{greed. avarice, sy

servience, ‘| before others’, etc.) was seeq to have contributed 1o the slow pace of
development in (¢ country. CGRSE{]IJGIIH}'.. it was suggested tha for the cotntry to develop and in fugt
avoid a national sf ipwreck, that cultural education should be energized to €ncourage not only awareness
but also appreciation and practice,

1lation
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