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Mualinde 88 (PR DT & Ezeokodi F O (PR0

ENHANCING STUDENTS® ACHIEVEMENT ATTITUDE TO YORUBA COMPOSITION
— WRITING THROUGH LITERATURE MATERIALS

Makinde,

5.0, (Fa.D.)

Dept, of Crrviculun: Sudies,
Faculty of Education, Lagos State Unbersiy, Ofo

Ezeokofi, F.O, (Fh.D

abstract

Sy soudy sough to dereemine the relative effects of

‘iteratire materals on studens ' achievemens in and
aititide 1o Yoruba compoasition writing. One hundred
o twemby three  students selected  from four
secdary seliocds ih Yewa North Local Government
drea of Ogun Stave were involved in the srudy, Five
nsiruments were used Jor eolléction and  data
malvsis was done weing analigis of co-varianee
ANCOVA), multiple classification analsis (MCA)
nd che Scheffe Post-Hoe Anatvais, Renlt indicares
Rat  fregiment wak found to have comivibuted
ignificantly fo varianions i students ' achisvement in
‘o compasition wriling. However, ireatmeny way
oued mot to Bave conrrifited  sienificantly o
aunents adtitude to Yovwba composion wrifing,
lise pender did not coniribute significamtly o
rudenss " achievement i and attitude fo Yoruba
ONDOS o WITHNG,

dackground to the Study

Lanpuage ability £ a crucial factor in the

ducational process. It determines the degree 1o
vhich lesrnérs can  benefit maumally  from
nstruction because their success depends on [heir
bility to underétand what 15 being said not only by
heir fellow feamers bt By their teachers 100, It s
quaily important for such leammers o enderstand
ormal and informal materials written m the tarps
ITEkape.
In the educational ¢ireles, the miportance of
ting skill is generally acknowicdged, In spite of
status of English language as the Migeria's
fhicial language, the robe of the mother tongues as
olent means for enhancing leaming of ather subjects
an o issue that cannol be dispensed with, The
alization of this fact as well as other funchional
iles of e indigenous languages in Nigeria
=pecially m promoting pational integration  and
ttural reproduction; led to the adoption of these
ree majol langeages Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba as
tgeria’s major languages {NPE, 2004},

The following studies have equally reveaied than
aching in (ke mother tongue facilitale more
caringful leaming than instruction received n
nghsh (Fafunwa, MoCauley and Sokoyva, 1989,

17

&

s Thadan,

Ade, 1990, Olanrewaju, 1991: Akmbote and
Viatone, 1996 and Salami. 1999). It is Rowever,
worriseme 0 know thal secondary school products
are not well grounded in their local languages, Many
of them find it difficult to communicate meaningfully
in both spoken and the written forms of thetr mother
TONEUEE,

It must be noted that composition writing in
Yoruba s an imporiant sspect of the senjor
secondary  school cemificate  examination and
constdening the fact that it carmied 40% of the overall
score, success in it will determinge the seceess of a
given candidate in the subject, According to Heaton
III‘.']‘§"‘SJ- COmMpasition or essay writing is a task that
mvolves the manipulation of words in grammarically
correct 2entences and linking those sentences to form
2 picce of continuous writing which suceineily
communicate the thoughts and ideas of 8 writer on a
certain topic, Tt 15 also defined by Ogbuchn (1997] in
the foliowing ways:

1 & pigce of continuous prose that develops a
poinl of view in & given fopic

i 4 composition putded by the controlling idea
il 1 process of communichling an idea in
continlous prose format

. & well-organised piece of prose on & given
opie

¥, & grammatical and rhetoncatly accurate prece
of writing thal commwnicates jis message
effectively (p. 139).

The definition are cammunicating the same iden
in differont ways. In this stody, compasition writing
refers 1o the writing: efforts of learners ‘on Yorube
somiposition topics bassd on their idess, experience,
imagination agl creativity, Scholare like Onuksogu
and Uhia (1997}, Babatola (1991), Okden and Denga
(19997, Ezeokoli (1999) and Makinde (2000} have
argued i support of the use of literature matenals to
teach language more effectively.

According o these scholars, oral and written
literature models provide materials for imitation, fn
addition. the natural relationzhip between literature
and lingunge leads credence 1o the incorporation of
Irverature matewals info the teaching of composition.
This is bormn out of the fact that langeage and
hterature are two sides of the same cown. Literary

Afireetrdmanal for the Stndv of Edacational Jssiver Vel [ No, 2 Octaber 2007

materials are rich in I':::g*.;-.s'.ic facilities that aid
cifretive communication in both the oral and written
forme. When students are exposed 1o these materials,
and thev study the sentence structeres, styles of
different writers, they acquire more vocabuliries az
well a5 orgamization skills. & relevant stody was tha
of Ajayi (1996) who found the newspaper uselul as
enrichment  materials  on feaching  Englizh
compasition wriling.

Froblems identified 1o be: affecting sudents’
achievement 1 compositodt  wniting  nclude,
population  explesion  (Dadzie, 19891  non
availability of mstructonal facilities (KOlawole,
19973, and amtitude towards composition writing
(Lawal. 1988 Kolawole, 1997 and Oden, 1999,
(ther faciors include gender (Denga, 1988 and Oden,
199%and verbal ability (Mevile, 1986, Ajayi, 1996
and  Olaboopo, 19999, However, much of the

“available stidies on  composition  writing  were

conducted on English language while there 1= none
Yomba language. This therefore prompted these
researchers to ¢onduct this study on the use of
literature materials 23 enrichment inpans on students”
achievement in and attitude to Yorubz composition
writing using gender as an intervening variable,

Research H:-Tmtjl esis
The following null hypothesis were formulased

and tested at the (.05 alpha level:

1. There is no significant difference w the mean
post-12st achievement scores of students exposed
to the enmichment matenals and those in the
conirol group.

2, There 1s no significant difference in the mean
post-test ettiiede scores of students exposed 10
the enrichiment materials and the control group.

3. There is no significant differénce i the mean
post-fest achisvement scores of male and female
students exposed 10 the enrichment materials and
those in the control group.

4, There is no significant difference in the mean
post-test attitude scores of male and female
students cxposed to the entichment materials and

' those in the control group.

Methodology

(a) Sample
The sample consisied 123 58 1T students (7]
males wnd 52 females) selected from [our
secondary schools (intact classes) in YWewa
Morth Local Government Area of Ogun
State

(b} Instrumentation
Five instruments were upsed for daa

collection.

They ere described below:

i Students” Attitade In Yeruba Composition

Writing (SAYCOW): This was designed o

ehicit mfoemation on students’ attibude 1o
Yoruba composition writing. Thiz is made up
of 27 four poimt Likert scale 1items, which were
generated with input from languepge and tes
constriction  experts,  The relisbility co-
efficient on the 27 items wsing Crombach
Alpha was established s 97,

it.  Achievement Test in Yoruba Composition
Writing (ATYCOW): The ATYCOW wag
used to measure the students' echievement in
vomposition wntng before and after exposure
to the oral and wnitten literature materials: It
consizts of 5 composition topros selected fom
10 topics after 8 test-retest procedure on @
sample of 100 55 11 students. The f=e-retest
procedures (with one week mterval) gave a
Kr21 rehiability co-efficient of .91, Meanwhile,
a  marking geitde patterned after the West
African Expmination Couneil {WAEC) and the
Matonz! Examination Council {NECC(Y) was
used in scoring of students’ composition
Anawer SGI'i].'IES

iiffi. Teaching and Learning Guide (TALG): This
experimenital instructional  programme  was
prepared to guide the teachers in lmowing what
content to teack and how o 1each it effectively.

ive  Audin Tape of Oral Literature H'Iiti:eril]s
Yoruba (ATOLIMY): The dudio tape
containg the oral literature materials which
were presented to the experimental group 1 and
&

v.  Written Literature Materials in Yoruba
{(WOLMAY): The WOLMAY consists of
extracts from poetry, pross and drama taken
from Fagunwa (1985), Izola (1978}, Makinde
(1989), Oladipo (1973), Cdunjo (1961),
Crwolabi (19%7) and Thompson (1988,

Procedure

The four teachers used for the expenimen! were
experienced graduate teachers of Yoruba language
who had not Jess than five vears teaching experience,
They were tramed for two weeks {one week for
discussjon and one for ‘practical) before the
commencement of the experiment, The experiment
belins with the administration of SAYCOW and
ATYCOOW az pre-test on all the students, This was
followed by the treptment using TALG, ATOLIMY
apd WOLMAY on the thres experimenial groups
The four groups were three experimental groups: oral
lerature group, written lterature group, oral and
written  literature  group and  one  conventional
[control)  group., Discussion method waz  held
constant in the four groups, After the four weeks of
treatrnent, the SAYCOW and the ATYCOW were
administered on the four groups as post-lest,
Dhata Analvsis and Vindings
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analvsis (MCA) end Schelfe posi-hoc analysis.
Hypothesis One

HO)y: There 5 no significant difference in the mean
post-lest achievement scores of students exposed to

Table 1:
Lnstruction and Gender

Makinde. 2 iPh 0,) & Exeodall A0 J84.0
The amolysis was done using spalysis of
covanance  (ANYCOVA), multple clussification

the enrichment materiels and those in the cogitral
EToli,

Table I befow shows the analvsis

Summary of ANCOVA on Past-Test Achievement Stores of Subjects According o

Source of variation Sum of squares | I Mean of F ' Significance of |

} | % sqiare | . | [ |
Covarianes ipretest) | 795.963 1 THE.863 75763 ane

- ] frd i1 il X wat 'I. |

[ Main effects (1266279 I 21,562 [ 2280 o0 !
| Giroup | 613:627 X | 204,542 | 15460 [ D=
| Gender [ 2670 [1 [ 2810 |25 e =]
Explained (2716383 55 inagss TR [ 000 =
| Residual [ 1018007 [ 97 10506 ; '

Tolal | 2735480 [z 30,619 '

."sig:;;ﬂ,:am aft <005

The summary of ANCOVA as shown in Teble §
reveals thal treatment was found to have contributed
significantly to vanations in subjects’ achievemeni
cores in Yoruba composition wniting (F a1 df 3,122

= 24.8%6; F < 0L03). the MCA of the ANCOVA is
s}ruj.rn in Table 2 and it describes the achievement of
subjects acoording 1o instruction and gender.

Enhln 2 MCA of Post-Test Achicvement Scores of Subjects According to Instruction and Gender
STARG mean = | R,935 .
Variabile - eategory N | Unadjusted [ Em | Adjusted for mdzpendent = Betn
: variatien | cuvariates deviation |
Instruction | | |
1. Oal Lit. Growp FEl | -1.16 36
2 Wnities L. Group EL ] L]
3. Cral and Writen Lis, Grotn [ 37 4.4 1 (23 ! i
A_Confral Growg T T ]
[ [ FZE ] 47 |
Gender | [ | [ i
! .\!:lk‘l ] [ I# | L i
2. Female LF] 22 | |
| | A3 | b3
Mltiple B* A | [ odd
uliipic R | | | | 800

The MCA in Table 2 describes the achicvement
“subjects in Yoruba composition writing sccording
instruction and gender, The Oral and Written
terature Groep hils the highest mean score of 21,10
lowed by Written Literature. Group (20,13} Oral

L

Literature Groap (19.30) and the Conrrol Crroup with
the least mean scores of 1420,
~ Inorder to identify the pairs of gronp mesns with
significant vanations, Scheffe post-hoc snalvsis was
?mﬂ out and the summary is shown in Table 3
oW,

and gender o

| Sowrce of varfation Sum ol D Mean of F Significance

[ squares square = of [
Covanates [pretest) | .19 | 119 002 SGE

| Main effects 420736 | & 70:123 Sl Aif
Group 0.1 1 | 16:707 FE _BT6m5
Gendar 17418 11 217418 2.977 | .N58ns

| Explained 22161.996 | 23 i 4E0 1:239 227
[ Residual 7084346 97 [ Tin0da
[ Total | 5346341 [ 122 [ 76600 [

4

3 |

Afriean ohprund G e S of Eduoatient ferues Fol L Ne 3 O iober 200 ’
Table 3: fichefle post-hoc analysis of post-test schicvement in Yoruba composition “writing
aceording to trealment aroup
| Mean Groups Groups 4 Groips 1 | Groups 2 Groups 3
1429 4 3 al %
1936 |1 . i . o
| 20.13 [ . I [*
3119 I3 = W s 1 i

In Tahie & above, the mean post-test achyevement
srores ndicate that experiment group 1-3 differed
significantly from the control group, Also, there was
a significant difference between experimental groups
| &nd 3 amd lastly between exparimental group 2 and
3 From the gualysis in Tables 1, 2 and 3 there is 3
significant difference between the mean post-tes:
achievement seores of subjects cxposed to the

Table 4: Summary of ANCOVA on subjects’

* e painy af sroups significantly different at the 05 level.

snrichment marerials and those i the ¢omtral eroup,
The null hyvpothesis is therefore rejecied.

Hypothesis Two

Hyt There 15 no significant difference n the mean
post-1est pitede scores of students expoged 10 the
earichment materials and those :n the control group,
The shown in Tabie 4 below,

apalvals i

post-test attitude scores actording fo instruction

nE = nol significan;

The summary of the ANCOVA shown in the
Table 4 shove ndicates thar treatment was found not
1o be contribited significantly o the vaniation

Table 5: MCA of attitude scores of subjects
composition writing

Grand mean = 70.073

The MCA of the attitude scores as presented in Table
5 below shows the adjusted mean attitude scores of
subjects according 1o instruction and gender.

ateording to instroction and gender in Yoruba

Varinhle = categary b railpustead Fin Aikjusral far fndepeadent = Giela
variation | covariaies deyvinton
&

! “UEI L. Cirou = [ 14
Y Wiiin L. Coecp I w0, I

3. iral and Wostion Ll Uroun 3 B = = L

2 Leend Sioup i e L] ]

i Bl

| Ciender =

1 Mp ik | 1A B
| & Fermabe =L =i .

T o
T [

The MCA in Table 5 shows the adjusted mean
attitude scores of subjects sccording lo instruction
and gender, The grand mean was 70007 The Written
Literature Group had the highest mear score of 70.97
followed by Oral Literature Group (70.44); Contral
Giroup 60.72 and Oral and Written Literoture Group
¢69.26) being #he least mesn scove. From the arilysis
in Tables £ and 3, there iz no significant difference in
the mzan post-est altitude seores of subjects exposed

o the enrichment materials and those m the control
groups in Yomuba composiion wnting the sull
hyvpothesiz is therefore not rejected,

Hypothesis Three

HOy: There is no significant dufferensce m the posi-
test achievement scores of male and female sjadems
exposed 1o the enmclment matetials and thoss in the
control group.

L 12
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{ Makinde, 50, (P 0L} & Ezeaboli, O P00

The ANCOWA in Tabje | revenls that gender of
students Was found not to have contrbuted
significantly 10 vananons in subjects’ achisvement
scores in Yoruby composition writing [F(3,122) =
234 P =0.05], Tae MCA in Table 2 shows that maje
has & slightly higher mein score of 19.08 than the
female (18.75) however the difference is ot
significant. Based on this result, the null hypothes:s
is not rejeeted.
Hypothesis Four =
HO.: There 15 mo significant difference in the mean
post-lest Al scores of male and famale students
exposed to the ensichment materials and those in the
control group,

The ANCOVA in Table 4 reveals that pender
wis 00l found 10 have sontributed significantly to the
varimtions in subjects’ ariude scores in Yoruba
compasinon writing [F(3,122} = 2.677; P =0.05], The
MCA in Table 5 also indicates thar female snedents
had a higher mean score of 71,71 than their male
counterparts 68.56, From the analysis in Tables 4 and
3, 1t is evident that there is no sipnifican: difference
in the meEan post-test amitude score of male and
gﬁiiﬁic?}:: exposed 1o the enrichment materials

1 the contrg) is i
Bachikre ot | group. The null hypothesis is
L 3

Discussion of Resyles

From the qar.a, enialysis, it could be seen that
rrf.am)en:t cmlﬁtnhu:nd significantly to variations in
slu!dpnls echievement seorge in Yoruba composition
WTIting 5 revealed in Tables |, 2 and 3. The
sUpeTIOnity uf_ the experimental groups over the
cmtm_f £roup 13 also revesled in the analysit, The
result is in consanance with Ajayi (1996) who found
thar students exposed 1o the newspaper entichment
Ktc‘;l;ﬁrﬁrfw s:_lg-.:ﬁnmt]y better than thoss in

. result also corroborates
Onukaogu and Ohia (1997) that literature enriches
out asithetic experience and makes positive effects
on our language use and creativity. That those in the
oral and written literan e group had the highest men
post-lest aclievement scores in noteworthy, Literary
m:t-:rla!s_ ;f!'t_nrd teader the development
COMMUNIZAtive  competence (Makinds, 2000),
CXPOSUCE [0 2 Wide variety of enriched environment
Lolwme well {Dlnh;.npﬁ, 1990% and an enhanced
ability 1 generale ideas extend vocabuluries and
develop organisation skills in creative writing.

In spite of the varigiions in the mean post-test
attitude scores of the siudens, the differences wese
o Js:gmﬁ-:an[ a‘_:ﬁrﬂtaled in Tables 4 and 5, The
TCSUR Bgrees Wil thoze of Kolawole (1997) and
Oden (1999) ho found po significant IEe]aiiuL.ship
between students’ attinyde and their gchievement in
Englsh composition wyiting. However, the result
contrasts with thase in Nepile (19BG), Ajayi (1996)

and Olaboopo (1999} who found athiude to be o
determning  factor in students’  achisvemen! in
composition  wiiting. The present situation of
students” attiiude  towards  Yoruba  compasition
writing could be the vesult of students” general
gpatihy for Nigenon languages.

The analysiz also revealed that gender was found
nM o have eny significent effect on students”
achievemen: in and altisade to Yoruba composition
writing 8 indicated in Tables 1, 2, 4 and 5. The
siteation contradicts Exswn (1987), Oden and Denga
(1999} and Olaboopo (1999) who ohserved that
language is essentially a famale subject. It however
confirms the cbservations of Aluko (1999} and
Adepoju (1996) that there is no pender advantage in
achiovement in language. This means that literature
etttichment materialzs could be useful to both males
end females o produce the desired achievement in
COMpasition WIiHng,

Recommendations

Based on the findings in this study, the following
récommendztions are made:
I: Teachers  should endeavour to  expose
students fo literalure materizls in order to
enrich their linguistie favility for both oral
and writlen communication.
Curpiculum experts and publishers should

II-J

integrate  lterary  models  ine the
COMposition  Wwhling  programme  in
secondary schools,

3 Literature based materials from other subject
areas like Social Studies, Integrated Science,
newspaper and magazines thould be
meorporated into the langusge -teaching
programme of secondary schools

4. Literature in Yoruba and in other Nigerian
languages should be made compulsory for all
szcondary school students.

Conclusion

It could be mfered from the findings in this
study thal the wse pf enrichmenl models could
enhance students’ in and attitude o
Yoriba composition writing, It iz also revealed that
irrespective of pender, literature enrichment materials
could facilitate students’ achisvemnent in and atiiude
W Yorubd composition writing. Inhis regard, thowe
need for the use of oral and written materials as
enrichment  inputs  for  improving  stodents’
achigvement in composition writing has become
more compelling.
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