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Abstract

This paper discusses the potency af fabelling in polarising schoal
participanss, Labelling in schools fras Became the putward spmthols of
intertalized appression. It conld configure an d fIx students and teachers
into o stercotype. The paper advecates that paying atiestion fo labelling
i school By role players conld perlaps pake schools o place where
people eonlid feel af home, be thely real selves and have the courage fo
ifve ehefr lives as anthendically as possible so that they may strugple
fogesler to live together to humanize the sehool and the world

Introduction

The study of inequality is an intrinsic aspect of moderm social seience, Issties concemning
the distribution of life chanees, mobility and oppertunity, poverty and social exclusion have
had a prominent place in the social sciences since their inzeption. [n all likelihood, these
issues will rermain on the social sei=ntific, The study of inequality fuses normative, descriptive
and explanatory aspects ina way that links the feld bot tn policy end social theory.

Ever since people began to speculate sboul the nature of human society their ettention
hus been draswreto the differences that can be readily observed between individuals and
groups within any soclety. Schacterand lamm (1992) optioned that socialinequality describes
& condition it which members of a society have different amounts of wealth, prestige, or
power. All societios are characterised by some degree of socal inequality which is en inevitable
result of stratdfication in that certain groups of people and receive special treatment one of
the latent but potent means of stratification in school is labelling.

Labelling Thueory

Just as thaere is no possibility of making an Omelette withaur breaking an egg, in the
same vein, there can be no endersta nding end explanation of some social dynamics without
employment «of labelling perspective. th eory is an inleractive process between those wha
violzte a norrn {or who are belisved to have done s0] and others wha interpret and react to
the acts (pemeeds, 1998). Ross (20007 explained labelling theory s an anmempt to determine
which people are not acting in necordznee with the miles of a society. By this, Ross meent
thatlabelling Eheory attempts to unravel the process of creating rules and judging the behaviour
of others aeording to the rules. Labelling could simply be defined as slereatyping or
everything else that is leamt in addition to the official corriculum, Gelles and Levine {1993}
expoundad th_et labelling is a means of identifying enything or anyane, It could be a nameal
fname, a nickmame or & given names. The ambivalence ofa label iz that it could be pasitive or
negative, Wheen labels are posilive, they can be seen ag stigma, The former iz quite desirable
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while the larer Is distasteful having telling impacts in most cases.

Elements of labelling

Goode (1984) identified six elements that pave way for labelling, Thess are;

(a) Exaggeratfon: Conventional people tend to focus on an extreme form of deviant
behaviour and then assime that this is typical of all individuals who Gt into that category.

(b) Centrality: The second clement is centrality. People tent to assume that deviance plays
a central part in the labelled individual's life consuming most of the person's working
hours and dominating his or her thoughits,

() Persistence: This is an assumption of perpetuity of character. Even when 3 person's
character changes, the label may etill stand,

Dichotomising: peopletend to think of deviance in either-or terms, For example, people

tend to think of a person a3 a drug addict or not, Popular stereatypes do not admit the

possibility that a person may shift back and forth between conventional behaviour or

accupy some middle pround in between, -

() Momogeneity: This is an assumption that people committing 2 type of infraction are
alika

() Clustering: People tend to assume that deviance is 4 package deal’, For example, the
Yoruba's assume that 'eniti 0 ba-un jale, a doke' one who is a bearer will de finitely steal
and whoseever is a thief will be promiscucus, A form of devianee i rarely geen as an
isolated frail or activity but is linked with a number of lasted characteristics, Such
assumplions have the effect of isolating or segregating the person who has hean labellzd
deviant from 'respectable sociery’, They conmibute to the process by which the individesl
himself or hersellf may develop a 'devient identity,

(d

Labelling in School: The Dichotomilsing Impact :

Ome of the earliest spplications of labelling perspective to schooling is that made by
Cicoure angd Kituses ( 1920), They were keen sbout how definitions and procedures given to
students were differentiated and lakelled as: “college material”, "academic problem” "troubld
makers" and sa on. Besed on their research, they concluded that school counsellors' judgement
of students on the basis of'a student's Liography, sccizl elass and social type arte even more
important in predicting school sckisvemert than the student's whility and perfermances,
Rasenthal and Jacobzon's classic studies revealed that students were classified inta "bloomers”
ard "spurters”, It was dizcoversd that the teachers rated the "spurters” as more CUrieus, mors
interesting, more appealing and generally better adjusted than the blocmers, In addition, the
dua observed that teacher expectations played vital roles in the educational achievemeant of
students, Teachers tend to respond more favourably ta fast learmers and negatively to glow
leamess. -

The labelling system aszerts that when one party in s relationship is disproportionately
powerful, the group is able to 1abel those in subordizate positions, This implies that whena
leammer is labelled 'slow leamer’, such a leamner has no optien but 10 eontinue as & slow
learner, no matter whot hisfher! porformance. Teacher's sxpeetation influences i prpdEmie
achizvement of the learners, Selt-fullilling prophecy iz a concept which explaing differentiated
performance by leamners in classroome this is refemed o os Pygmalion in the classroom
{Dosunmu, 2004), Appearance, contdved testSCOTeS, sex, race, language pattern and schoal
records, Examples of labelling in schools that dichotomize learners into good ot bad; studious
or non-challant, et are: *
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Positive Labellings

Some positive labelling in school are:
Baba Maths the Student is good at mathematics
Effike book worm
Bebeto good at playing football

MNegative Labellings:
Some negative labelling in schools are;
Mumu/Olodo = very dull smdent
Margaret Thatcher Strict and wicked
lugho A truant; always kibernaling in a nearhy bush to the Schaoal
911 or nine-eleven a tuant who comes to school at 2:00am and goes away ot 11:am

Dichatomising Effects of Labelling

Labelling as an ambivalent social dynamics could either positive or nogative. Tt is p
loaking glasz which mirrors the judzement of others about us, When labelling is positive, it
reinforces the labelled but when itis negative, it demoralises the Iabelled. Label defines an
individual a3 & pariicular person. A Isbel s not newmal: it confains an evaluation of the
persen to whom it is applied (Haralambos and Holbom, 2004). Labelling could lead to 5
process of deviance because a student being labellsd negatively will associate with those
similarly labelled end the bebaviour of such students will amplify instead of reducing.
Allocating derogatery names to students might eventually lead to alicnation, loneliness and
katred, It is pertinent therefore that teackers and students be mindfi) of labelling in schools,

Conclusively, teachers a3 porters and moulders of character should be apt at ninping
negative labelling in the bud before their dichetordsing impacts fester the air. Labetling in
schools kave becoms the outward symbaols of intemalized oppression. Tt could configure
and fix stedents prad teachers into # stereotype, The peper advocates that paying attention to
labelling in school by rolz players could perhaps make schools a place where people could
feel at home, be their real selves and have the courage to live their lives as an thentically as

possible sa that they may struggle together to live together to humanize the school and the
wirld.
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